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SOUL FOOD 
September 2007 

 
 
 

 
Hallalu, Hallalu, Hallalu, Hallalu, 

Praise Ye the Lord! 
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Rev George McCurdy’s class (Friday 3rd August) 
 excerpt from “The Intercourse between the soul and the body” XVI 18  
“Now because it has been granted me to be in the spiritual world and in 
the natural world at the same time, and thus to see each world and each 
sun, I am obliged by my conscience to manifest these things; for what is 
the use of knowing, unless what is known to one be also known to 
others ? Without this, what is knowing but collecting and storing up riches 
in a casket, and only looking at them occasionally and counting then over, 
without any thought of use from them?  Spiritual avarice is nothing else.  
 
17 XVII  Man has Eternal Life according to his 
affection of use. 
So far as man fights against (lusts and evils) because they are sins he 
becomes a spiritual affection, and thus he performs uses from spiritual 
life……..in this way one’s spiritual mind is opened, through which the Lord 
enters into his natural mind and arranges it for performing uses which 
appear like natural uses. To these ……it is granted by the Lord to love Him 
above all things and the neighbour as oneself.  
If a man by means of combat against evils as sins has acquired anything 
spiritual in the world, be it ever so small, he is saved, and 
afterwards his uses grow like a grain of mustard seed into a tree 
(according to the Lord’s words, Matt 13: 31, 32.  
 
 
NEW CHURCH DAY TALKS 
Here is a  talk, on the topic of “Eating from the Tree of Life,” given at the 
New Church Day banquet in Buccleuch this year, on Saturday 16 June.  
 
MY JOURNEY TO BELIEVING IN GOD AND TO EATING FROM THE 
TREE OF LIFE By Aurel Nicolae ( A personal testimony) 
 
I shall read the following from Revelations 
22.1-2,14: 
“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the 
street of it, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bare 
twelve of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
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tree were for the healing of the nations. . . . Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city” 
.” What does it mean to eat from the Tree of Life?  
 
Firstly, the Tree of Life is a portrait of the Lord who provides us with His 
fruit that is love. Therefore, eating from the Tree of Life is receiving the 
Lord’s love. Verse 14 tells us clearly how we can receive this love. We must 
follow the Lord’s  commandments. When we do His commandments we 
believe that all the love and wisdom that we have comes from the Lord. 
Hence, we believe in the Lord. To me eating from the Tree of Life does not 
only signify following His commandments believing that all the good that I 
do and the love that I give comes from the Lord. It means much more than 
that. It is the fundamental belief in the Lord Himself. Therefore I will take 
you through my journey to believing in the Lord, and how I have 
experienced the fruits from the Tree of Life. For me believing in the Lord 
was a challenge in itself, and for which I had to go through many obstacles 
in life. 
 I grew up in the Orthodox Church. To me religion was presented as a 
ritual more than anything else. I was not exposed to Bible study. No one  
motivated me to read the Bible and to understand its teachings. All that I 
could understand was that religion was about showing up at Church on 
Sunday, having great feasts to celebrate Easter and Christmas with family 
and friends, and to hope that when the Judgement Day comes you will be 
risen into Haven, and not be left behind in your grave because of being a 
bad person.  
Living in the unknown, not having any idea what the Bible, and more 
importantly what the Lord had to offer, and fearing that someday I will be 
stuck in a grave forever was not a very attractive idea of religion for me. I 
always enjoyed my Mother’s delicious feasts at Easter time and Christmas, 
and that was the most beautiful idea I had of religion: receiving the love of 
my Mother through her great cooking.  
In my teenage years I have experienced suffering that youngsters should 
never have to go through. My Mother had bad heart problems from when 
she was young, and her health was never good, and that troubled me.  
Those worries never went away, even when we started our new life in 
South Africa. 
 One day I came home from school to find that I couldn’t get into the 
house, the door was locked and my Mother was not responding. Suddenly I 
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had a bad feeling in my stomach, knowing that something was wrong. I 
broke the door with all my might only to find my Mother lying paralysed on 
the floor from a stroke. I thought I would lose my Mother that day.  
That hurt so much that it made me question this God who I knew nothing 
about, only that he was supposed to be so powerful that he could make 
miracles happen. This was far from a miracle. It felt like Hell. It made me 
angry with God. In her life, my Mother experienced 2 strokes, which left 
her half paralyzed unable to walk properly and to make good use of her 
right arm ever again. Her brain was affected as well. She could barely put a 
sentence together. She couldn’t even remember her own son’s name. I 
cannot explain how hard it was to experience all this and how helpless I 
felt. To see my Father’s pain and despair was hard. 
 
 I wanted God to help. I wanted Him to perform a miracle for my Mother. 
Yet every moment that passed by made me even angrier with God to a 
point where I denied His existence. I became an atheist. I could not believe 
that something so bad could happen to such a good and loving person like 
my Mother. It hurt so deeply that I promised myself I would never forgive 
God for letting this happen to my Mother.  
 
I just told myself to focus on trying to do the best that I can for my 
Mother, and if this God was really alive, I will definitely give Him a piece of 
my mind on Judgment Day. Until then I will shut Him out of my World. 
The only real thing to me was my parents’ love, and that’s what kept me 
going. As my parents always did the best they could for me. 
 My father made it his mission in life, out of his love and concern for my 
future,to seek a place with better opportunities for me, and a better life for 
my Mother. 
 
The journey out of my native country all the way to mother Africa was no 
accident. For it is here where the Lord presented me to my soul mate. 
I’m proud of what my parents had to go through and the sacrifice they 
made to take me to the place where I would find my wife Wendy. That in 
itself was a Heavenly moment where I felt the Lord’s hand at work. 
Literally He gave me a good smack and told me “Son that is your wife”. 
That was the first time I felt the Lord guiding me and showing me that 
there is a special angel for me to become my soul mate.  Before that I had 
forgotten all about the happy times and only knew my Mother’s pain. And I 
wasn’t on good terms with the Lord. I was still an angry atheist feeling I 
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could do nothing  to help my Mother, and that I will surely rot in my grave 
for that, never to be resurrected on Judgement day, if that would ever 
happen. 
 
This was a critical milestone in my spiritual growth. Wendy introduced 
me to the New Church, which could have only been Divine Providence. 
Yet the Lord keeps working in mysterious ways, and He gave me another 
Divine moment in my life where I felt the Lord’s power again. While I was 
dating Wendy, I agreed to join her on a Sunday morning service at the 
New Church. I did not expect that day to be the turning point in my life. 
Andy Dibb spoke that morning about why the Lord lets bad things happen 
to good people.  
 
I attended a few New Church services previously, yet I could not permit 
myself to believe that God is love, after all that happened to my Mother. I 
also rejected the idea that anything good comes from the Lord. Whatever 
was done by my hand, I believed that it was my own doing and my own 
doing only. I could not believe that this God that I heard of in the services 
wanted to be so selfish and wanted to take all the glory for Himself. I 
thought to myself “If he is so  great, why doesn’t He help my Mother? I 
prayed hard enough to him many times before!” I could not understand 
these concepts. I gave up hope on waiting for a miracle a long time ago. 
That day’s service was intended for me. It was Divine Providence. Andy 
Dibb’s service was the Lord’s miracle for me. My ears could not believe 
what they were hearing. I felt the Lord speaking directly to me through 
Andy’s reassuring voice. With tears in my eyes I listened. I understood that  
day that the Lord gives us all free will, and he cannot interfere, else we  
would not be able to grow as humans. 
 
He wants us to make our choices, and out of the bad things good things 
will come to us if we walk with the Lord, allowing Him into our lives. I do 
not have the exact words for what I felt that day. The best I can describe 
that feeling is that the Lord opened my eyes to see the Tree of Life. He 
helped me see the good things that happened for my Mother. The way that 
she recovered the best that she could from her half-paralysed condition 
and how she regained her speech and memory. I see now what an 
outstanding example she was, how she fought her condition to do again 
what she really loves, cooking with love for all her family and friends. She 
never said no to cook her delicious food to anyone. Even when she could 
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only use one arm and could barely walk, she carried around these huge 
heavy pots of food to cook for her loved ones. All she wanted to see was 
our happy  smiles enjoying her food. Now that’s pure love! For her hard 
work to recover from her stroke and for her unselfish dedication to spread 
love through her delicious cooking she received a precious gift from the 
Lord, a fruit from the Tree of Life. She got to see her only son married to 
the most beautiful woman.  
To me this is the Lord’s best example of eating from the tree of life. This 
journey has helped me believe in the Lord, to forgive Him and I pray that 
he forgives me too, and to see the good things that come from Him. 
 
When my Mother passed into the Spiritual World early this year, I was 
at peace to know that she is going to a better place to become an angel, 
and that she won’t have to wait till a so called “Judgement Day”. That 
feeling of comfort was straight from the Lord and the New Church’s 
teachings. I would have probably felt very miserable and sad, had He not 
opened my eyes to the tree of life and the fruits that it bears. Although 
I miss her…  
My Father heard my Mother’s voice a few days after she passed away, to 
tell him to stop crying and to reassure him that she is in a better place. I 
already knew that she would be an angel for the Lord, again only because 
the Lord had opened my eyes, and I had the New Church’s teachings. 
 
A couple of days later I saw the most radiant sun shining in the clear blue 
sky, and I had the most uplifting feeling inside of me bringing tears of joy 
to my eyes… There was no doubt in my mind and heart that it was my 
Mother smiling at me from the Heavens and reassuring me that everything 
is all right. That was proof to me again of the Lord’s love and power. 
I am truly blessed to have met my beautiful and caring Wendy, to have 
a Mother as an angel, to have a loving Father who does anything for his 
son and for his daughter-in-law, to be introduced to this Church and its 
insightful teachings, and to have been touched by the Lord. 
 
This journey has not ended. Every day I learn more, and most importantly 
I am learning to say a simple “Thank you” to the Lord when he helps me 
out. It is from Him that we have life and the ability to love. Most of all I will 
always have my Mother’s example to strengthen my belief that the Tree of 
Life bares the most Divine fruit for us to eat. 
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News 
Doctrinal Studies by Rev Mike Gladish The study of Heaven 
and Hell designed by Mike Gladish is used at Val’s home for classes on the 
second  and fourth Friday mornings of the month. 

Rev George McCurdy’s Visit August 2007 
A wonderful time was enjoyed by all when George and Lois visited us! We 
learnt about reflection at the class on Friday evening. …..and to answer 
these questions when we read and reflect on the Word 
(1) What did the Lord write? 
(2)What does it mean? 
(3)How can I use it? 
(4)How can I share it? 
He then went through the parable of the mustard seed with us sharing 
with us how we could see in our lives when a small thing made a 
difference. Remembering that angels study the Word to eternity and never 
exhaust the meaning we should take care not to become blasé about the 
stories we have heard before……….. because every truth has a myriad of 
pathways to follow.   
Furthermore hell is not happy that we have a New church and is 
continually tempting us to criticize or be negative. 
Saturday Afternoon discussion 4th August 
George invited the young people to accept the “passing of the mantle”, told 
them how important they are to the Lord’s church and invited them 
personally to participate in the work of sharing the truths. Lois presented 
beautiful bookmarks to each young person to commemorate their part in 
the New Church.  
We know that studies, and work commitments are pressing and found a 
time for a platform for  
(1) social interaction between the generations 
(2) opportunity for uses to be performed (to be discussed further) 
(3) inviting friends to join in the use or the activity organised  
A commitment was made by the people present to meet on the 2nd 
September at Smuts home ……….BYO for a BBQ.  
Next Saturday afternoon discussion will be 1st 
September 3pm at Smuts’ home. 
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The Journey (Realising spiritual freedom) 
Hello, my name is Burgandy Alden Smith, and I’m writing to tell you a little 
about the The Journey Online Program and Small Group Support Network. 
Many of you contacted General Church Outreach directly, wanting to know 
a more about the upcoming spiritual growth campaign. Other names were 
passed along to me by friends who thought you might enjoy participating, 
or even running your own small group. I am very happy to have the 
opportunity to respond to you personally with this information.  

As a brief introduction to the program, the General Church is embarking on 
a new and ambitious endeavor to reach out and help people around the 
world take meaningful steps in their spiritual growth—and you are invited 
to join the journey. The Journey is being implemented by eighteen 
congregations (sixteen in the United States and two in South Africa), and 
by individuals and groups who are participating in an online community and 
running small groups in their area from September 23rd through November 
11th. The content of the program is utilizing a newly revised workbook  
The Journey by Rt. Rev. Tom Kline (First published, The Journey of Life). 
This workbook examines the Children of Israel's flight out of Egypt and into 
the Promised Land and presents new ways that the lessons of this story 
can be applied to your person's spiritual journey. The Journey is a great 
opportunity to focus on your spiritual growth, and to get your friends 
involved with you.  I would love to talk with your personally about ways 
that you can engage in this exciting program.  

In general, there are three main ways that you can get involved:  

1. Sign up for an online version www.newchurch.org of the program that 
includes email updates, a discussion forum, and more 

2. Order  The Journey workbook from the New Church Bookstore (267-
502-4980 or email bookstore@newchurch.org) and read it on your 
own or with a small group in your area.* 

3. Connect to congregations running the program. 

*If you are interested in running a small group and want support to get 
one started, contact me at burgandy.smith@newchurch.org, or 
outreach@newchurch.org. 
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And from the website http://www.newchurch.org/resources/journey 
 

WELCOME 

This eight-week program is a journey to learn about the deeper meaning of 
a biblical story and apply what you learn to your life. The New Church 
teaches that each story of the Bible contains an inner, symbolic meaning 
that mirrors our every struggle and every triumph. This inner meaning was 
given in the 18th century through Emanuel Swedenborg and is taught in 
New Church congregations around the world. 

This is an opportunity to make positive change in your life. When you focus 
on your personal and spiritual growth, the impact is greater than your 
efforts because the Lord is working with you. You will see changes not only 
in yourself, but also in your relationships with friends, spouse, family, co-
workers, etc. 

The Journey begins September 23, 2007. You may join a participating 
congregation or follow along online. Sign up here to recieve the daily and 
weekly emails replete with inspiration, explanation, reflection guidance, 
and tasks. 

January start for South African churches NB The Journey is being 
conducted in South Africa in January with the start of the academic year. 
Perhaps this would be a good time for us to consider doing the programme 
together. 

 
Fun and Games with George  
Questions and answers written independently and then arbitrarily paired 

Q :Why does dog food always smell the same?  

A :Because the chicken came before the egg. 

Q Why are there stars in my eyes? 

A The vibrational quality elevates us to a higher consciousness. 

Q: Why did they take a monkey to the moon? 
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A: Because truth will always out. 

Loving Arms Mission Donations 
 Val is collecting donations for the Loving Arms Mission. 

“Suffer the little children to come to me and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of Heaven” 

Calendar for September 
September Worship Class 

Sat 1st  Smuts home 

Social with a use  
3pm all welcome! 

Sun 2nd   5pm Worship 10 Broome 
Street South Perth 

3pm Secret Garden 
discussion 

Fri 7th  Heaven and Hell class 
at Val’s 11am 

Sun 9th  

 

Worship 10.30am  

Shared meal to follow. 

 

Sun 16th Worship 10.30am  

Shared meal to follow. 

 

Friday 21st  Heaven and Hell class 
at Val’s 11am 

Sunday 23rd  Singing Practice  9.45am 

Worship 10.30pm  

Shared meal to follow 

 

Sunday 7th 
Oct 

5pm Worship followed by 
shared meal 

3pm Secret Garden  

Book Club 
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Sunday School every Sunday during Worship. It is great if you 
can let Mary know whether to expect you or not for 
preparation purposes.   0407 448405 

 
Worship Services are held weekly at 10 Broome Street,South 
Perth (off Douglas Street) at 10.30am except the first Sunday 
of the month when it is held at 5pm. 
You are invited to join in a shared meal afterwards if you wish.  
 
Classes and systematic study 
Enquiries  
John Tel 9332 5140   or Mary 0407 448405 
  

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street) 

www.newchurch.org     

http://www.newchurch.org/locations/asiaPacific/australia 
Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration 
and understanding through the Revelation of 18th century scientist 
and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. In his 35 volumes of theology, 
Swedenborg helps set forth the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 
Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that 
means in our lives. 
For ordering books see www.swedenborg.com.au 
Or phone Alex 0428517813  
 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, a home  
for  orphaned children. Donations gladly accepted. 

 


