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SOUL FOOD 
October 2011 

 
 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and eat with him, and he 
with me." (Rev chapter 3 verses 15,17,18 and 20) 
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Christ Knocking 

Revelation chapter 3 verses 14-22 

The church in Laodicea appears to be in the worst state of all the seven 
churches, and yet it is to them that the Lord speaks most directly and 
earnestly, and comes knocking on their door. 

Surely a very clear message to every person, that you are always a child, a 
dearly-loved child of God. He never will and indeed cannot give up on you. 
And this is perhaps the moment of your everlasting destiny. Will we turn back 
into our barricaded house, or open our heart full to the One who is knocking 
on the door of our conscience? 

This is not the well-known Holman Hunt illustration of the text. Christ is not a 
humble wayfarer asking to be admitted for the night. This figure is majestic 
and insistent, with piercing eyes that miss nothing. "What if I open the door 
wide?" What will my inner voice of conscience ask me to do that perhaps I 
am not yet ready to do?  

PRAYER: OUR CONNECTION TO THE SPRITUAL WORLD 
NEW CHURCH LIFE, APRIL 2008 
Extract from article by  ANNIKA FITZPATRICK 
 
Prayer and Associate Spirits 
Associate spirits are one of the two ways that the Lord is able to lead and guide 
people while they are in this world. He flows into us as much as we are able to 
receive Him, which is called direct influx. 
 
He also attempts to reach humans by indirect influx, through associate spirits (Heaven 
and Hell 297). The reason that angels and spirits are so close to humans is that there 
is a close union of the spiritual and the natural in each human mind. Because people 
have separated themselves from heaven, the Lord provides associate spirits so that 
humans can be reached through them (Heaven and Hell 247).  
 
Man needs associate spirits because of the indirect influx they provide, but spirits 
need people as well. Spirits, particularly those in the world of spirits, need the minds 
of men as a way to experience life. Spirits newly arrived in the other world still see 
earthly things as symbolically important, and need our natural thought to be able to 
experience ideas and sensory memories. As spirits progress to more interior states, 
their natural memory becomes quiescent, and they no longer need human memories 
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(Odhner, 70). Thus, the spiritual relationship between humans and spirits is a 
beneficial interaction for both parties. 
 
Heaven and Hell 292 tells us that everyone has both good and evil spirits associated 
with them at all times. These spirits are from the world of spirits, which is between 
heaven and hell. Spirits from hell are attached to people because people are born into 
evils of every kind. In order to maintain the spiritual balance that allows people to 
choose good or evil, the Lord also provides that we be associated with good spirits. 
These spirits are always kept in perfect equilibrium; when good spirits draw nearer, so 
to do evil ones (Heaven and Hell 293). 
 
The kind of spirits associated with any person is determined by the person’s affections 
and loves. The Lord Himself sends the good spirits, while people invite evil ones  
(295). These spirits constantly offer humans affection for both what is good and true 
and what is evil and false. Humans are able to choose which spirits influence their 
thoughts and affections, based on their own thoughts and affections. If a person’s 
thoughts and affections agree with the affections of the associate spirits, those 
affections will influence him or her. The thoughts and affections that people accept 
from associate spirits actually become a part of them (Heaven and Hell 298). 
 
Since the spirits around us are drawn to us by our thoughts and affections, we can 
change our associate spirits by consciously changing our thoughts and affections. 
First, of course, we can un-invite evil associate spirits, since we are the ones who 
invited them in the first place. Second, we can align our thoughts and affections with 
heaven and the Lord so that He can send us good associate spirits. When we pray 
from sincere love and faith, we are asking the Lord to show us how we can align our 
lives with His will. Of course, the Lord already knows what we need before we ask. In 
AR 376 we read: “It is common in all Divine worship that man first will, desire, and 
pray, and the Lord then answer, inform and do; otherwise man does not receive 
anything divine… The Lord gives them to ask, and what to ask; therefore the Lord 
knows it beforehand; but still the Lord wills that man should ask first, to the end that 
he may do it as if of himself, and thus that it should be appropriated to him; 
otherwise, if the petition in itself were not from the Lord, it would not be said in those 
places, that they should receive whatever they asked.” The Lord is waiting for us to 
acknowledge, as if of ourselves, that we need His help. As theologian and philosopher 
Blaise Pascal put it, “God instituted prayer to allow His creatures the dignity of 
causality.” We have to feel like our desire to change, and our need for God’s help, 
comes from ourselves.  
 
The Lord says, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he 
with Me” (Revelation 3:20). 
 When we, through prayer, open the door to the Lord’s knocking to see and 
acknowledge that we need the Lord, He can flow in with love and wisdom from 
Himself both directly and through associate spirits. But we must make the first 
move. 
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NEWS 
 
Arrival of Rev Glen and Mary Alden 
The minister Rev Glen Alden and his wife Mary will be arriving 
on 3rd October at 10.15 am and will go down South for 3 
days. They will arrive back to stay with Mary on Wednesday 
evening. 
There will be a welcome for them at Mary’s home at 4.30pm 
on Thursday 6th followed by a shared meal. 
See the calendar for other events 
 
Congratulations to Matthew for winning the Apprentice 
Mechanic of the Year with the motor group HHG. Great news 
Matthew! 
 
Anne is recovering from a recent operation and we all send her 
our love and best wishes. 
 
Our love and prayers are with the Phan family. 
Our two youngest members of the congregation, Kayla and 
Michael, are a joy to see. Kayla enjoys her Sunday School 
lessons and draws beautiful pictures about what she learns. 
Michael goes easily to Shaun and Richard and anyone else, 
giving Mary a breather. At the end of the service he comes to 
the organ, sits on my knee and plays, pushing the rhythm 
button on and off. If we can’t dance like the Africans when we 
sing it won’t be Michael’s fault! (from Val). 
 
Birthdays 
Sept – Happy Birthday to Shaun, Lois, John Frost, Debbie 
Coustas, Norm and Michael (2) 
Oct – Happy Birthday to Ros Thwaites and Margaret Talbot 
We wish you all a wonderful year to come. 
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October CALENDAR 2011 
Sun 2nd 

October 

 

 5pm Worship 

Shared meal 

 

10 Broome st 

Mon 3
rd

 

October 
Rev and Mrs Alden 

arrive 10.15 Perth 

Airport 

  

Thursday 6th 

October  

 Welcome 4.30 to 

Aldens and a 

shared meal 

Smuts’ home 

Fri 7
th

 

October 

 6pm shared 

meal and Class 

Frost’s home 

Sat 8
th

 

October 
 3pm Afternoon 

tea /discussion  

Smuts’ home 

Sun 9
th

 

October  
10.30am Worship 

HOLY SUPPER 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

 10 Broome St 

Sun 16
th

 

October 
10.30am Worship 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

 10 Broome St 

Sun 23
rd

 

October 
10.30am Worship 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

 10 Broome St 

Sun 30
th

 

October 
10.30am Worship 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

 10 Broome St 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 

which is a kingdom of communities 
 

Worship Services are held weekly at 
10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street)    

at 5pm first Sunday of the month                           
10.30am every other Sunday 

 
General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Revelation of 18th century scientist and 

theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. In his 35 volumes of theology, he helps 
set forth the Lord's plan for a rebirth of Christianity, a clear vision of God in 

His own Word, and what that means in our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal 

and Africa, homes  for  orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth: John Frost tel: (08)9315 1859 
C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

