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SOUL FOOD 
November 2016 

 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse 

and a branch will grow out of his roots:   Isaiah 11:1  
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Learning from the Word 
http://education.newchurch.org/about/what-is-new-church-education/ 

 
In the gospel of Mark, parents brought little children to the Lord so that 
He might touch them. The disciples rebuked the parents, thinking, 
apparently, that the Lord was too important to be bothered with children. 
But the Lord said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not 
forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God." The Lord cares 
deeply about the upbringing of children, 
 
 and He calls on us to care too. 
 
The main purpose of New Church education is to help children learn, 
love, and live the teachings of the Lord God Jesus Christ as 
revealed in the Old and New Testaments and the Heavenly 
Doctrines of the New Jerusalem. We introduce young people to the 
Lord and to spiritual life so that they can become loving, wise, and 
useful human beings. This way of learning has far-reaching effects, 
preparing children for a life of purpose and meaning in this world and 
laying the foundations for a heavenly life in the next world. 

We are all called to participate in this use, to be part of the Lord's 
team for teaching His children. 
 
 The Lord told us, "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12).  
 
In a similar phrase, He also said, "You are the light of the world" 
(Matthew 5:14). We might feel discomfort with these words. The Lord 
is the Source of all wisdom--the beacon of truth in a dark world. But 
these words tell us that we also have something of value to offer, 
we have a part to play in bringing light to the world. Not only that, 
we have a responsibility to do our best to bring that truth to life. For He 
also said,  
"Let your light so shine before others that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father in heaven" 
(Matthew 5:16). 

http://education.newchurch.org/about/what-is-new-church-education/
http://education.newchurch.org/about/
http://education.newchurch.org/about/
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“Opening the eyes to spiritual reality” 
In the Psalms we read, “The eyes of all look expectantly to You...” 
(Psalm 145:15) Implied is a conscious turning to the Lord as the 
One who provides what we truly need.  

In the Gospel of Luke, we learn of two disciples on a journey to a town 
called Emmaus shortly after the sad story of the crucifixion. The Lord 
joined them, but they did not know Him until He dined with them and 
broke bread. Then it says, “Their eyes were opened, and they knew 
Him.” (Luke 24:31) 

So it is with the use of New Church education. The goal is to open the 
spiritual eyes of children and young people, so that they may 
come to know the Lord, and behold the things that the Lord would 
most want them to see. Seeing with the eyes corresponds to seeing 
with the understanding. In this vein, we could ask ourselves what we 
most want children to come to understand as they grow. One teaching 
lists for us: The truths that people learn and believe in their 
earliest years when they are young children but which later on they 
either endorse, have doubts about, or refuse to accept, are in particular 
these: 

 There is God, and He is one;  

He created everything; 

 He rewards those who do what is good and punishes those who 
do things that are bad;  

There is life after death, when the bad go to hell and the good go to 
heaven, and so there is a hell and a heaven;    

The life after death lasts forever; 
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 Also, people ought to pray every day and to do so in a humble way; 

 They ought to keep the Sabbath day holy,  

Honour their parents,  

And not commit adultery, kill, or steal; and many other truths like 
these. (Arcana Coelestia 5135:3) 

There is a world of spiritual information in the Word that the 
Lord would have us all learn. So it is that parents might rightly turn to 
the Church for help in the systematic exposure to all that the Word 
contains.  

But there is another related way of answering the question, “What 
would we most want children to see as they grow?” Wouldn’t we 
want them to see, 

  people worshiping on a regular basis, 

 praying, 

 opening copies of the Word and learning from them, and so forth?  

And wouldn’t we want them to see examples of honesty or kindness 
or usefulness, because these things are taught in the Word?  

Opening the eyes to spiritual reality, then, includes learning as an 
intellectual process, and also as an experiential process. 

…. on a daily basis. “Was that kind?” “What a thoughtful thing to do.” 
“Was that smart?” “What would be a wiser way of handling the 
situation?” “Can you help me?” “Hey, you’re really good at…” And so on. 
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“Helping people become loving, wise and useful 

human beings” 
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"There are three things that flow as one from the Lord into our souls. 

These three-in-one, or this trinity, if you will, are  

 love, 

 wisdom  

usefulness. 

 Love and wisdom do not actually take shape, except in some 
conceptual form, because they reside solely in the feelings and 
thoughts within our minds;  

but in usefulness they become real, because then they come 
together in some activity and work on the part of the body. (True 
Christianity 744) 

Other teachings focus on parts of that three-fold picture. For example, 
concerning our ability to learn and love, we read: 

 “The Divine resides in a person in these two faculties, in the faculty for 
becoming wise and in the faculty for loving – or rather, that He is 
able to do so.” (Divine Love and Wisdom 30) 

 Another, focused on the goals of these things, states: “We are not 
born for our own sake; we are born for the sake of others. That 
is, we are not born to live for ourselves alone; we are born to live 
for others.” (True Christianity 406) 

 All of these things together – a desire to become wise and loving 
and useful – is what makes us “truly human.” (See Conjugial 
Love 269)  
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NEWS 
Birthdays  Happy birthday to John D 8th, Debbie D 27t 

 
Retreat Rev David Millar 11th – 13th November. 
 Please let Lyn know by the 5th if you are attending any sessions.  
 9243 5251 or crocke@bigpond.net.au 
Saturday 12th November Conference Room at PERTH HILLS  

DISCOVERY CENTRE at Mundaring 
Session 1.    10.00 am  to  11.30am   
Morning tea 11.00 am  to 11.30am  

Session 2.   11.30am to 1.00pm  

Shared lunch 1.30 pm to 3.00pm  

Session 3.  3.00pm. to 4.30 pm 

Sunday 13 November HENDERSON ENVIORONMENTAL   
CENTRE GROAT STREET N BEACH 

Morning Tea  10.00am.   
Session 1.  10.30am.  to 11.30am 
.   Lunch  . 12.00 noon  To 1.00pm   
Session 2  venue to be advised .  200pm     

Calendar November 2016 

Sunday 6 10:30am Worship 

Followed by shared lunch 

 Perth Society, Rathay Street        

Sat 12 10.00 am    Rev Millar  See above  Day Retreat  

Sunday 13 10:00 am   Rev Millar    See above   Day Retreat  

Sunday 20 10.30 am Worship  Perth Society, Rathay Street         

Sunday27 No service  
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 
published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 
Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in our 
lives. 

Worship Services are held weekly at 10.30am 

   McDougall House, Clydesdale St, Como.  

Sunday school concurrently 

www.newchurch.org 

www.facebook.com/aurora.circle 

Book orders: www.swedenborg.com.au 
 

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal,  

Home for orphaned children.  

ONLINE donations 

 Church: Westpac:  BSB 036302: account number 189720 

  

Loving Arms:  Westpac: BSB 036019: account number 230169 

The General Church of the New Jerusalem-Perth Circle: 

http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/aurora.circl
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

