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Essentials of Worship  
Excerpts by Rt Rev Peter M Buss Snr. 

The Lord's Prayer is essential: there needs to be something to prepare us 
to say that Prayer.    

There must be humility.  Real humility is clearly taught. "When the heart is 
truly humble, nothing of the love of self and of the love of the world stands 
in the way" (AC8873).   

 Worship should be centred around the Lord.  (That sounds obvious, but 
it is rather easy to make it centred around how we feel, not how we need 
Him.) So prayer and humility and praise of Him are essentials of all 
worship.   

 Instruction: we must have readings from the Old Testament /New 
Testament (not always both) and definitely from the Writings.  The Lord 
is present in His Word.  (HH 222).  

 All worship should be from the Word.  Clearly that doesn't mean that 
we just recite the Word, but it should be drawn from it, and look to it.  (AC 
10299, 10203).  

Charity is an essential.  We tend to overlook that, being left-brained 
people. But it says that differences in worship will not divide if people come 
to worship in charity. (See AC 2385)   

 We need to worship the Lord in His Divine Human.  This might sound 
complicated, but we worship the Lord Jesus Christ, and think of Him and His 
qualities.   

 Adoration - in other words, songs of praise.  
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Humility 

The readings on humility are quite startling.  I don't want to force them 
down people's throats, because young people especially might think the 
church is trying to hit them over the head with their "badness," so normally 
these teachings would come as part of a presentation which emphasizes 
that when the Writings talk about how "bad" we are, they always do it in a 
logical context. The context is:  

(1) The Lord alone is the source of goodness.   

 (2) Left to themselves people are nothing but evil.   

 (3) People were never meant to be left to themselves!  They were always 
supposed to be connected to the Lord.  

 (4) Thus, when the Writings talk about the badness of humanity, they are 
pointing to a simple truth, which is that we are never supposed to be 
disconnected with our Lord, and only when we are, are we really bad.  

 

 

Angelic Life Now 
 

We do not have to wait until after we die to experience heavenly joy, for 
Swedenborg writes: 

 

 "Heavenly love is loving what is good, honest, and fair because it is good, 
honest and fair, and doing it because of that love. So they have a life of 
goodness, honesty, and fairness, which is a heavenly life. The person who 
loves these things for their own sake and who does and lives them, also 
loves the Lord supremely, because these things come from Him." Heaven 
and Hell (para 481) 
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News 

Visit of Rev Todd Beiswenger in April 

On Saturday morning we enjoyed a lively discussion on the influence of the 
Hells all around us and especially into the minds of mentally ill people. Using 
sound bites of interviews of psychotherapists with their patients, Todd 
showed us how negative emotions are food for the Hells. 

A private baptism for Joshua Jason was held on Saturday afternoon. We 
extend our fond congratulations to the happy family. 

A Holy Supper service was held on Sunday morning and the sermon topic 
was “Teachabilty.” We need to place ourselves in a state where we not only 
hear the words of doctrine but take them into our lives and use them, so 
that we progress forward in our journey towards regeneration. 

 

Retreat with Rev Todd Beiswenger 

Some of us are attending the retreat at South Yunderup from 29 May to 1st 
June. We look forward to reporting back about it in the next newsletter 

 

‘What Would Love Do?’   Journey Programme 

Each Sunday for 6 weeks we are following the sequence of sermons and 
Sunday school lessons on What would love do?  (an outreach  Journey 
Programme) Many thanks to Anni and Amy for teaching Sunday School. 

If you happen to miss a Sunday we will email the sermon to you for that 
week. 

 

Birthdays 

Happy birthday :  Amy 1st, Lyal 17th. 

 

All Sunday services will now be held at 10.30am. 
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May Calendar 
 

Sun 3 
Welcome 
to the 
stranger 

10.30 Worship   
(Bernice)  

Sunday School   (Amy) 

  Shared lunch 

 McDougall House 

 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed 6      
DP 264 

11.00am D.P. Class 

Shared lunch 

Val’s 

Sun 10… 

Clothe the 
Naked 

10.30 Worship   
(Bernice)  

Sunday School   (Anni)  

Mothers Day - No 

Shared Lunch 

McDougall House  

Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday 17 

Visit the 
Sick 

10.30 Worship ( Amy) 

 Sunday School  (Anni)  

 Shared lunch 

 

McDougall House  

Clydesdale St, Como 

 

 

Wed 20 11.00am D.P. Class 

Shared lunch 

Val’s 

Sunday 24 

Be Present 

10.30 Worship  (Mary)   

Sunday School  (  Amy)  

Shared lunch 

McDougall House  

Clydesdale St, Como 

Sun 31 10.30 Worship  (Bernice) 

Shared lunch. 

No Sunday school. 

Children at Retreat. 

  

McDougall House  
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

 

Worship Services are held weekly see attached 
Calendar for venue and times or  

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters 

Aurora New Church Circle 

McDougall House, 20 Clydesdale St, Como. 

Aurora Face book page was created in 2007 by the young people 
at a Saturday afternoon gathering. Here is the address. 

www.facebook.com/aurora.circle 

www.newchurch.org 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 

published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth 
of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means  

in our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, 
home for orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Contacts Tel: Bernice 9343 1379 or Mary 0407 448 405 

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters
http://www.facebook.com/aurora.circl
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

