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SOUL FOOD 
            May 2012 
 

 

 

And behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:20 
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Leon James : The Vertical Community  
http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/leonj/leonpsy/instructor/gloss/vertical.html 

The Writings of Swedenborg are full of extraordinary and amazing facts about 
the mind and the spiritual world.  Truly, this man was the first dualist 
scientist because his scientific explanations assumed that God intervened in 
all phenomena for discoverable reasons and by discoverable methods which 
he called the Laws of Divine Providence.   To me, and no doubt to many who 
are to come to Swedenborg's Writings, the most amazing explanation of 
them all, the one that blows my mind every time I think about it--and it has 
been almost two decades of daily study--is the existence of the vertical 
community.   I invented this term to allow me to talk about our spiritual 
associations as described and observed by Swedenborg in his 27 years of 
dual existence:  that is, being still in the physical body, yet being able to 
consciously "be in the spirit" and thus be able to experience or witness the 
spiritual world.  You will read details of it as he himself describes it in the 
extensive quotes I present when you scroll further.  For now, let me just 
state that I consider Swedenborg's Writings scientific works, the first in 
modern history where a scientist operates within dualism.  And just to 
mention, in case you do not know, Emanuel Swedenborg (1668-1771) was a 
famous 17th century Swedish engineer who worked as a government Mining 
Assessor and was a member of the legislative assembly. 

 

Spiritual Associations or The Vertical Community 

The Divine operation within the personality or self, is carried out mediately, 
through a subconscious process of spiritual influence that involves 
communication, association, and connection. For instance, changes in mood 
in an individual are effected by the Divine Human by opening and closing 
channels of communication that link the individual's interior motives and 
ideas with spiritual societies that are characterized by particular states of 
affections and persuasions. Societies in the entire spiritual world are linked to 
each other according to the character of affections and reasoning of its 
members, and thus there takes place a constant interchange of resources 
and experiences. No feeling, thought or sensation can occur to an individual 
except through such communication with various spiritual societies that are 
so interlinked. The entire human race in all the earths, heavens and hells, are 
thus integrated by the Divine Human into a vertical community functioning by 

http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/leonj/leonpsy/instructor/gloss/vertical.html
http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/leonj/leonpsy/instructor/gloss/abbrev.html
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absolute and total interdependence. This entire Divine operation may be 
known by revelation and rationally understood, but it may not be directly 
perceived because that would destroy our as-of-self sense of freedom which 
is necessary for growth and change, hence for happiness. 

At birth, hereditary principles function so that the individual inherits the 
spiritual associations or channels of influence which are operative with the 
parents and the rest of the society and neighborhood into which one is born. 
Thereafter, the Divine ceaselessly brings on individual experiences which are 
opportunities for as-of-self choices that open and close channels of spiritual 
communication. Each individual thus evolves a unique personality within 
cultural and ethnic milieus, themes or stereotypes. Reformation and 
regeneration are processes of change effected by the Divine through spiritual 
temptations brought on by the crises and hassles of daily life. The Divine 
Human brings about states of temptations by opening up simultaneously in 
our mind channels of communication between two opposing spiritual 
societies. Experientially the individual feels caught up in an intense conflict: 
to choose A which feels delightful and attractive, or to choose B which feels 
painful and unattractive. Intellectually, the individual recognizes and is aware 
that choice A violates conscience and religion while choice B is in agreement 
with these. Through an endless series of such temptations, the Divine Human 
educates every individual and instills traits of prudence, perseverance, 
rationality, love of being useful, nobility of character and the like, all of which 
prepare the individual for heavenly life after death. For the process to work, 
the person must exert as-of-self effort in the choice making, and yet must 
attribute all to God. Every trait thus instilled by the Divine seeps away and 
vanishes unless the trait is appropriated by the individual through loving it. 
This makes it permanent. 

On the other hand, individuals who do not cooperate with the Divine in the 
work of temptations, remain in their inherited spiritual associations and 
gradually evolve a character that prepares them for life after death in these 
hellish societies. Upon death, each individual consciously comes into presence 
with the spiritual societies with whom channels of communication have been 
permanently established during life on earth. Upon entering these societies, 
heavenly or hellish, individuals thus feel as if they've at last arrived home and 
plunge themselves fully and totally into their life such at is in that company 

Dr. Leon James is Professor of Psychology at the University of Hawaii  
Among other topics he spends time investigating the spiritual psychology of 
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Emanuel Swedenborg (1668-1771) and relating it to contemporary 
behavioural psychology in the form of a new field called theistic psychology. 
 

News 
Visit of Todd and family 
What a great time we had with the Beiswengers! Todd, Jenn and 5 year old 
Zach visited the Aurora Circle, Perth, WA, the weekend after Easter and 
stayed with the Dwyer family while they were here. They saw many of the 
lovely sights of Perth and sampled the fabled fish ‘n chips of Fremantle 
before paddling in the Indian Ocean! Zach quality tested quite a few 
children’s play areas and Jenn even squeezed in a bit of curio shopping for 
friends and family in the States. We had a great class with Todd after a bring 
and share meal on Friday evening, enjoyed each other’s company again with 
soup and dessert on Saturday and ended on Sunday with a Holy Supper 
service, the sermon featuring Robie the robot that Zach made from recycled 
boxes! Over 30 people joined in for a shared lunch afterwards and we all look 
forward to seeing more of the Beiswengers in the future. 

 

 
 
 

“Proving God – Swedenborg’s Remarkable Quest For The Quantum 

Fingerprints of Love” by Edward F Sylvia. 
This is an exciting new book on the combination of Swedenborg’s 

science and religion. 

It is available at the New Church Bookroom at  www.newchurch.org 

 

 

Birthdays 
Happy birthday to Amy, Jason and Alex. 

http://www.newchurch.org/
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May CALENDAR 2012 
Sun 6  5.00pm Worship 

Followed by a 
shared meal. 

 

10 Broome StOff 
Douglas Street 

Como 

Sun 13 10.30am Worship 
Followed by a shared 

meal. 

 10 Broome St Off 
Douglas Street 

Como 

Sun 20 10.30am Worship 
Followed by a shared 

meal. 

 10 Broome St Off 
Douglas Street 

Como 

Sun 27 10.30am Worship 
Followed by a shared 

meal. 

 10 Broome St Off 
Douglas Street 

Como 

 

June 
Sun 3 

 5.00pm Worship 
Followed by a 
shared meal. 

10 Broome St Off 
Douglas Street 

Como 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 

which is a kingdom of communities. 
 

Worship Services are held weekly at 
10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street)    

at 5pm first Sunday of the month                           
10.30am every other Sunday 

 
General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Revelation of 18th century scientist and 

theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. In his 35 volumes of theology, he helps 
set forth the Lord's plan for a rebirth of Christianity, a clear vision of God in 

His own Word, and what that means in our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal 

and Africa, homes  for  orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth: John Frost tel: (08)9315 1859 
C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

