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SOUL FOOD  

 
 
And the leaves of the trees were for the Healing of the 

Nations – Rev. 22:2b 
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"There is a river whose streams shall make glad 
the city of God..." (Psalm 46:4). 

Let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. 
And whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely (Revelation 

22:17). 

The Lord showed His disciple John a beautiful tree of life in the Holy City, New Jerusalem. This 
tree had leaves for the healing of nations and twelve different fruits. And it was on either side 
of a crystal river flowing from the throne of God. What is the meaning of these visions? The 
tree of life pictures the Lord’s Div ine love, which gives us life and is the source of all 
happiness. The crystal river pictures the truths He gives to all who thirst for them. The setting 
is the Holy City, which symbolizes a New Church—a new Christianity—that the Lord is 
establishing in heaven and on earth. 
 

The True Water of Life, a sermon by the Rev. Grant Odhner 

 
What is this water of life that is the promise and reality of the New Jerusalem? It is truth 
flowing from the Lord. These truths help us learn about the Lord and how to respond to Him 
as never before. The promise is that these truths can become liv ing with us. 

 
The Book of Revelation, Rev. Fredrick L. Schnarr  

 
The Book of Revelation, otherwise known as ―The Apocalypse,‖ was the last book of the New 
Testament to be written. The Heavenly Doctrine for the New Church tells us that it was 
written by the disciple John sometime during the first century, while he was on the island of 
Patmos.  
Although the Christian Church accepted this work as part of the Lord’s Word, people were 
unsure why it had been given, or what was meant by the strange visions it described.  
Then, in the late 1700s, Emanuel Swedenborg was told by the Lord the meaning of the visions 
John saw. And he wrote down these explanations. The first work explaining these visions fills 
almost six books. It is called Apocalypse Explained (1757–59). In 1765 Swedenborg wrote still 
another work from the Lord in two volumes, called the Apocalypse Revealed. These are parts 
of the Heavenly Doctrine given by the Lord for the New Church.  
In studying the Lord’s life on earth we see how His new teachings provided for the beginning 
of the Christian Church with His disciples. The Lord gave the means whereby the people o f 

this world could see the pathway that leads to heaven. For a time, using these new truths and 
goods from the New Testament, Christians began to live like the angels in heaven. They could 
do this, even though wars, diseases, crime, poverty, and many other  unpleasant and ugly 
things, still continued to exist in the world around them.  
But we know that the Lord told His disciples that He would have to come again. This first 
Christian Church would not last forever. The visions that John on the received from the Lord 
island of Patmos were prophecies of a wonderful New Church. The Lord promised to bring a 
New Christian Church into existence, a true Christian Church that would last forever. It would 
make the salvation of all people who truly looked to the Lord possible, no matter what their 

religion or the condition of their natural life.  

http://www.newchurchvineyard.org/new-church/tree-of-life/readings/Sermon_The-True-Water-of-Life
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Because the Lord would give this church a new Word, a Word revealing all the spiritual 
knowledge’s about the Lord, heaven, the church, and people, it would be strong and wise and 
able to fully love the Lord. This is the prophecy of the book of Revelation which was fulfilled in 
the teachings of the Heavenly Doctrine.  
 

Joseph Meeting  Remember the Joseph meeting on  
14th May   
Come one and all  
Where?  Frost’s home 
When ? 4pm till 7pm 
What? Brainstorming for outreach 
Shared meal to follow BYO drinks and meat for BBQ 
 
First Sunday of the month is Morning service this month to 
fit in with the minister’s schedule. 
 
Visit of Bishop Brian and Gretchen Keith 15th to 18th April  
A rich feast of spiritual food was enjoyed over the weekend 16th and 17th April when Rev Brian 
Keith agreed to conduct a mini seminar for us. We enjoyed discussions on ―Happiness‖ , The 
history of revelation- how the Lord revealed Himself through the ages‖, ―Intentions versus 
deeds- which is the more important? ―, and  Degrees of Providence and how the Lord’s will 
can be in disorder‖ .\ 
 
 A presentation of photos of work in Africa in Ghana, Ivory Coast, and Kenya highlighted the 

growth of the church in Africa where the faith is simple and uncluttered by materialism. 
 
Sunday Holy Supper service was well attended and much appreciated by all.  
 
There was time for the visitors to sight see on Monday and they enjoyed visiting King’s Park 
and Fremantle. 
 
We are very grateful for this v isit and one and all thank Rev Brian Keith for his doctrinal input 
and pastoral care. We also thank Gretchen for her gifts to the Sunday school and  library and 
for her wonderful way of adding and complimenting to Rev Keith’s work. 
 

ANCC Perth Seminar May 2oth to 22nd $80 per day 
To book contact Rev David Millar on 0412492587 
A  programme of studies on Exodus , and the gospels is being presented by Revs T Moffat,  
D Moffat, D Millar, M Pennington and Alex Benjko at the Friendly Society Hall Cnr Rathay St 
and Albany Highway E Vic Park. 

 

News 
Mary has enjoyed a visit from her sister Louisa whose son mark is pastor in Johanesburg. 
Rev Gerald Waters and wife Gay are  v isiting family in  Perth and we are very grateful that 

he will lead a morning service on Sunday 1st May 
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Tracy is enjoying her studies of  Graphic Art  at Central TAFE and Erin is studying Bachelor 
of Science at Curtin University. Danielle is doing a Cert 2 on the job Course in child care.  
Lisa’s work building at Armidale was burnt down on 14th April and she has been working in 
temporary offices. Fortunately the treasured photo of herself with her Dad was unharmed by 
the fire. She continues to serve the community by organising events in the community to 
obtain information and responses that will lead to more community spirit. 
Shaun is playing Irish football again this season and we wish his team success. 

Anni has enjoyed a well deserved break in Bali from her hectic legal work. 
We pray for Verity and Tony and  family as Tony’s health continues to decline. 
 

Book to read: Why does God let it happen?  By Bruce Henderson 
―the best consideration of God’s role in tragedy from a traditional perspective that I have ever 
read‖ Rabbi Harold Kushner author if When bad things happen to good people.  
In the wake of life changing events –whether as global in reach as the terrorist attacks on 

September 11 or as personal as the death of a child-the first questions that springs to mind is 
―Why?‖ Why do good people suffer pain and loss? Why does God allow these things to 
happen? 
In this simple , straight forward book, Bruce Henderson tackles some of the most difficult 
questions that people of faith face in their lives. He describes a universe in which God allows 
us free choice, subtly guiding the course of our lives with an insight no mortal can 
comprehend. Pain and suffering ultimately  lead to good , and as we walk the path, we draw 
closer to Heaven. 

 

Calendar MAY  
Sunday May 
1st  

Worship 10.30  
 Rev Gerald Waters  
followed by shared 
meal 

 10 Broome St 
South Perth 
Off Douglas St 

Sunday 8th 
May 

Worship 10.30  am 
Followed by a shared 
meal. 

6th PAUSE  
sermon 

10 Broome St 
South Perth 
Off Douglas St 

Sat 14th May  4pm  Joseph 
Meeting  followed 
by a shared meal 

Frosts 
 
 

Sunday May 
15th 

Worship 10.30  am 
Followed by a shared 
meal. 

7h PAUSE  sermon 10 Broome St 
South Perth 
Off Douglas St 

Sunday May 
22nd  

Worship 10.30  am 
Followed by a shared 
meal. 

 10 Broome St 
South Perth 
Off Douglas St 

Sunday 29th 
May  

Worship 10.30  am 
Followed by a shared 
meal. 

 10 Broome St 
South Perth 
Off Douglas St 
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Worship Services are held weekly at 

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street)  
at 10.30am 

 
 

 
 
 

General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration 
and understanding from the Lord’s New Revelation given through 

the 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. The 
35 volumes of theology, set out the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 

Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that 
means in our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

or call Mary/Lisa: (08) 9414 6986 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, and Africa , 

homes  for  orphaned children. Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth : 
John Frost tel: 0415 232 420. 

C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

