
May/June 2018              Aurora Circle of the General Church in Perth                                          1                                

SOUL FOOD 
May/June 2018 

 

"If ye love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He 
shall give you another Comforter,  that He may abide with you for ever; even 
the spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, 
neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you. I shall not leave you comfortless; I will come to you" (John 14: 15-
18) 
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The Second Coming of the Lord by Rev. F. E. Gyllenhaal 

Excerpts 

"And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him privately, 
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, 

and of the end of the world?" (Matthew 24: 3) 

The disciples believed in the Lord's second coming.  

Though they did not understand what He meant, they asked: "When shall these things 
be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the, world?" 

 The Lord's reply is contained in all that which He said in Matthew 24,25 
."Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be broken; and then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other" (Matthew 24: 29-31). 

Did the disciples understand the Lord's reply? The Lord spoke at great length about His 
second coming, (Matt 24,25) but it is nowhere said that the disciples understood His 
words. Their failure to understand them appears in the common belief of Christians 
ever since. 

 So they expected the second coming to happen soon. But the Lord spoke in a parable. 

 "Here His coming does not mean His coming in person, but that He was 
then to reveal Himself in the Word that He is Jehovah, the Lord of the 
heaven and earth, and that He alone is to be adored by all in His New 
Church, which is meant by the New Jerusalem; and to this end He has now 
opened the internal or spiritual sense of the Word, in which sense the Lord 
is everywhere treated of" (AE 870: 2). 

This teaching enables us to understand clearly the Gospel prophecies of the second 
coming; revelation. 
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In the Epistles of Paul we note that the expectation of the second coming was 
feverishly eager, and the history of the Christian religion shows that it has been so at 
various times since those days. The event was awaited with a mixture of fear and joy. 
There was fear of the destruction of heaven and earth, of the loss of everything 
worldly, of not being among the elect. 

But why the delay in the fulfilment of the promise? Divine order, whether in 
spiritual or in natural things, requires successive and often slow growth to maturity 
and fruition, and to fulfilment with its newness of form and of life. People’s freedom, 
as Divinely and forever preserved in their "as of self" ability, needed an accumulation 
of knowledges capable of dispelling the clouds of ignorance as to natural phenomena 
before they could be rescued from ignorance of spiritual things. 

 The natural rational mind had to be provided with the means of becoming genuinely 
rational before the means for the formation and functioning of the spiritual rational 
mind could be provided. 

This is the order of all progress. The trend always is upward, an ascent by planes 
that serve successively as new foundations. This is the order of man's conscious 
life, of his "as of self." At the same time, but unnoticed by man, there is a descent 
from above; an inflowing of something from the Lord, from which the man lives, 
and which produces every effect; but this can work in a man only on the foundations 
he "as of himself" lays one by one, and on which he ever builds anew, inspired by the 
new visions he receives from time to time in the course of his progress heavenward. 

How grateful we should be, then, and how greatly we should rejoice, over the 
Divine revelation of the accomplishment of the second coming! Does the fact 
that the Lord has made His second coming - deprive us of a sufficiently strong 
incentive to go forward, deprive us of a goal for which to strive? 

This is never the case in respect to anything spiritual and Divine. After a game is won 
there can be no longer the hope of winning it, but there can be the new hope of 
winning the next game. 

 What is spiritual and Divine, however, is always above and beyond us. For 
the spiritual and the Divine have within themselves a power that always is uplifting, a 
power of turning the mind upward, of expanding it, of renewing its hunger 
for knowledge; intelligence, wisdom, justice, and righteousness. The Divine 
itself is life itself; therefore its works are stimulative of life, of aspirations, of ceaseless 
activity, of perpetual desire for new things, new truths about life and the Lord. This 
Divine quality is perpetually shown in everything spiritual, because the spiritual is an  
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accommodation of the Divine to human perception, awareness, and application.  

"The Lord at this day is performing a redemption which He began in the year 
1757, together with the Last judgment which was then performed. This 
redemption has continued from that time to this. The reason is, because at 
this time is the second coming of the Lord; and a New Church is to be 
instituted" (TCR 115). "This second coming of the Lord is effected by a man 
before whom He has manifested Himself in person and whom He has filled 
with His Spirit to teach the doctrines of the New Church through the Word 
from Him" (TCR 779). 

The Divine and spiritual qualities of both comings cause them to be forever 
repeated spiritually, though not as they first happened naturally, or to be 
experienced by every person who is willing to receive the Lord and to be redeemed 
and saved by Him. 

 Essentially, therefore, the Lord's comings are always in the present, even in 
the future, as a person longs to experience them, to have their Divine 
purposes effected in themselves. They assure us of all that truly is. They are like 
the cruse of oil that never dried up. 

But the second coming should make us rejoice, not only because of what it gives, but 
also because of what it requires of us. 

 Its joy is not only the emotion which may be stirred by receiving a gift, but the thrill 
that passes from the heart throughout the body in response to a demand for 
energy.  

It is good to thank the Lord when we feel that our path is being smoothed 
for us and that we are being led heavenward. But the true soul, the valiant 
person, thanks the Lord more joyously when he or she becomes assured that 
something eternally useful, something to be enjoyed perpetually, is 
expected of them and can be done by them. 

The internal sense of the Word given by the Lord in His second coming make 
clear the real purposes of life, teach the manner of their accomplishment, 
and supply the means for attaining the goal of life and reveals an eternal life 
of ever increasing opportunity for doing uses, in which opportunities we find 
the only enjoyment and happiness possible to men. 
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Logopraxis. There is a group joining the LP community meeting before 
church. Thank you to Sarah for her facilitating role.  Some others of us are 
planning to do LP online. Contact Sarah Ralls for more information. 

Starting Over Support: Thank you for donations made. We presented this 
our chosen charity with $400. We received a letter of thanks. 

Sale of donated books amounted to $200 for which we are very grateful.  

Birthdays. May: Amy (1) Jason (2), Lyal (17)  June: June 

Direct Deposits. Please consider giving ONLINE Donations on a regular 
basis from each family. It would be very gratefully received. (See back page) 

Todd Beiswenger is visiting Perth on 8,9,10 June. Diarise this event 
and see the calendar below. 

Sunday 
13 May 

10:30 am Worship (Mother’s Day) 
Godly Play  

McDougall House 
Clydesdale Road 

Saturday 
26 May  

1pm Logo praxis group  TBC 
Worship 2pm TBC 
Godly Play  

Mary’s home  

Friday 8  
June 

Rev Todd Beiswenger arrives Welcome shared 
meal Mary’s 

home 
Saturday 
9  June  

10 am class ,12 shared lunch, 
 1:30pm class,  
afternoon pastoral visits 

Mary’s home 

Sunday 
10 June 

9am Logo praxis group  
10:30am Worship with Holy 
Supper Rev Todd Beiswenger  
Godly Play 
June 19th special shared meal  
RSVP 

McDougall House 
Clydesdale Road 

24 June  Worship 10:30 am  
Godly Play 

McDougall House 
Clydesdale Road 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 
published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth 
of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in 
our lives. 

 

Worship: 10:30am on the Second and Fourth 
Sundays with Godly Play for children  

 

 Venue:  McDougall House, Clydesdale St, Como.  

 

www.newchurch.org 

Book orders: 0407 448405 

 
 

ONLINE donations Westpac        

Church:   BSB 036-302: ACC 189720 

Godly Play: BSB 036-019 ACC 258487 

Starting Over Support   BSB 036-019   ACC 230169 

http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

