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SOUL FOOD 
MARCH 2013 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Through the Word a person is conjoined 
with the Lord. They experience something 
inmostly affecting their heart and spirit, 
which flows with enlightenment into their 
intellect.”             Emanuel Swedenborg  
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Extract from Cloud 9  OGI Research Choice – James Scott 
Emanuel Swedenborg was born January 29th, 1688 in Stockholm, Sweden. His 
father was a clergyman and professor of theology. Swedenborg grew up in an 
intellectual environment and was exposed to academic dialogue from an early age. 
As a child, he had a hunger for learning. This characteristic would prove to be a 
lifelong trait. His self-directed program of education led him to master virtually all the 
known sciences by the time he reached middle age. He held a seat in the Swedish 
house of Nobles for fifty years, served as the king's engineering advisor, and gained 
a reputation as one of the foremost intellectual giants of the age.  
Despite his expansive scientific exploration, Swedenborg wasn't satisfied with a 
purely physical approach in his quest to understand the universe. In particular, he 
wanted to unravel the nature of the soul. Based on his conviction that all matter in 
the universe is fuelled by God's creative life force he shifted his focus to writing 
about the relationship between physical life and spiritual life. Soon after starting this 
work, he began to have vivid dreams and visions of an otherworldly quality. In 
response, he undertook a meticulous study of the Bible.  
A year later in April, 1745, something happened that would change 
Swedenborg's life forever. He was divinely commissioned to be the means 
through which God would further reveal Himself to humanity. So began 
Swedenborg's life as a spiritual revelator. His remaining twenty-seven years on earth 
was spent in regular contact with the spiritual world. Swedenborg's experiences are 
recorded in a series of theological publications, referred to by the New Church as the 
Writings or Heavenly Doctrines. These volumes bring to light the Bible's inner 
meaning, explain the nature of heaven and hell, teach about heavenly marriages, 
and provide guidelines for spiritual growth. Through Swedenborg's theological works, 
we have access to an unprecedented knowledge about God and the workings of the 
universe. These Writings form the foundation of the New Church and lead thousands 
of people in the quest to become better human beings.  
Swedenborg died on March 29th, 1772. In the centuries since his death, his 
Writings have influenced progressive thinkers of every generation. He has been 
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called 'The Buddha of the North' by D.T. Suzuki and inspired the likes of Karl Jung, 
W.B. Yeats, and Helen Keller. In essence, Swedenborg taught that "All religion 
relates to life, and the life of religion is to do good." He promoted religious tolerance 
and advocated a useful life as the sincerest form of worship.  
"Linking with an invisible God is like linking the sight of the eye with the expanse of 
the universe, the bounds of which are not to be seen. Or it is like looking out in the 
middle of the ocean, when the gaze falls on the air and sea and is frustrated. But 
linking with a visible God is like seeing a man in the air or the sea opening His arms 
and inviting you to come into His embrace." (True Christian Religion 787)  
"Swedenborg bridges the gap between the Renaissance and the era ushered in by 
Newton... What is it in science that causes a man of his exalted type to stretch out 
intellectual tentacles from the tangible to the intangible, to interpret the cosmos as a 
divine creation with an ability that even leaders in theology find it hard to match? 
Apparently there comes a time in the evolution of a profound mind when the science 
is only a method of approaching the cosmos, that it gives no more than a skeleton of 
what we call reality. To clothe that skeleton with living tissue, to give it meaning, to 
answer the question, 'Why am I here?' is the business of the poet, the priest, the 
mystic. Swedenborg was all three. No wonder that in middle life he became a seer. It 
was but an aspect in the natural evolution of a man who was at once a great 
scientist and a great spirit."  
The Times, New York  
William Butler Yeats, Poet  
"It was indeed Swedenborg who affirmed for the modern world, as against the 
abstract reasoning of the learned, the doctrine and practice of the desolate places, of 
shepherds and midwives, and discovered a world of spirits where there was a 
scenery like that of the earth, human forms, grotesque or beautiful, senses that 
knew pleasure and pain, marriage and war, all that could be painted upon canvas or 
put into stories."  
Helen Keller, Author  
I acknowledge my profound indebtedness to Emanuel Swedenborg for a richer 
interpretation of the Bible, a deeper understanding of Christianity, and a precious 
sense of the divine presence in the world.  
"His message has meant so much to me. It has given colour and reality and unity to 
my thought of the life to come; it has exalted my ideas of love, truth and usefulness; 
it has been my strongest incitement to overcome limitations. Swedenborg's Divine 
Love and Wisdom is a fountain of life I am always happy to be near."  
Calvin Coolidge, American President  
"I desire to express my deep interest in the work and life of this advanced scientist 
and thinker Swedenborg, who was a pioneer two hundred years ago in much of the 
progress and advancement in mechanical, biological and medical science of the 
present day, and whose great learning and deep understanding of the mysteries of 

life was supplemented by the strong religious faith which has had devout 

followers many generations after the founder's death."  
 

 



March  2013                  Aurora New Church Circle                                         4                                

March Calendar 2013 
 
 

Sun 3rd  5.00pm Worship 
Shared meal. 

10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 10th 10.30am Worship  
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 17th 10.30am Worship  
Sunday Club       
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 24th 10.30am Worship 
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 31st  10.30am Worship 
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

 

Management meeting 
The next Management meeting is at at 11.00am on Saturday 

9th March at 8A Rankin Way, followed by a shared meal.                                                 
Agenda to follow. 

 

News 

Vale: Vida Elphick Ridgway passed into the spiritual world 
21/2/13. Well done thou good and faithful servant.  
We remember her visit to Perth in 2000, and her talk to the Women’s 
Guild recounting anecdotes from her happy childhood raised on a 
Lesotho New Church Mission.  
 
 
Rob Wynne is recovering from an injury sustained while gardening, 
and is back at work. We wish him all the best and a complete 
recovery. 
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Margaret and Anne were involved in a car accident last week. 
Thankfully they were not badly hurt although both are rather sore 
and bruised. We send them our love and wishes for a quick recovery. 
 
 
Loving Arms Mission – Our group, The Aurora Circle, has collected 
and sent $1000 to the Loving Arms Mission in Nepal. 
Another contributor recently had a birthday party and requested that 
any gifts could be donations to this wonderful group. 
A big thank you to all who contributed. 
Val can receive donations at any time. A newsletter from L.A.M. is 
available to read at our church services. And on line at 
http://lamchildren.org/main/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday Club begins on the 17th March  
Combined service and Sunday club followed by a shared meal. The 
possible 7 children will be able to share in the learning of the 
wonderful truths the Lord has imparted. 
 
 
Birthdays: Happy birthday to Keagan 18th, Cynthia 23rd, Elaine 27th. 

 
 
 
 

http://lamchildren.org/main/


March  2013                  Aurora New Church Circle                                         6                                

 
 
We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

 
Worship Services are held weekly at 

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street)    
at 5pm first Sunday of the month                           

10.30am every other Sunday.                             
 

General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 

published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. 
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth 
of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means 

in our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal 

and Africa, homes for orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth: John Frost tel: (08)9315 1859 
C/o 8A Rankin Way, Booragoon, 6154 

 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

