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SOUL FOOD 
June 2014 

 
 

 

“King of Kings and Lord of all” 

Rev 19 v16 
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Rev Michael Gladish reviews the book of Revelation   see New 

church Life June 2013 for whole article     Excerpt (from chapter 19) 

In its spiritual meaning Revelation, more than any other book of the Word, tells the story 
of the beginning of the New Church, historically in 1770, and again with each of us today. 

We are familiar with many parts of it, but we hardly ever see all the parts of it in their 
proper order, from start to finish. Yet when we do, and when we understand the sequence 
of things that they represent, we can see how the Lord works to provide for our spiritual 
welfare through a progression of beautiful revelations of His truth, permission of things 
that are not so good or true, and finally, when good and evil are clearly exposed and 
clearly distinguished, judgments that clear the air and allow for a fresh start. In fact, 
nominally it’s all about a judgment – the Last Judgment – but we can see that it’s not just 
an event; it’s a long process that leads up to an event. What is said about that historical 
process also plays out in the same orderly sequence in our personal lives today. 

It is called “Revelation” because spiritual things are revealed in the book. But it takes some 
thinking to understand them. At first it all just looks like a really weird dream full of odd 
creatures and catastrophic events – with three or four special sections that describe good 
and beautiful things. The very oddness of it, however, makes you realize that it has to be 
symbolic; it has to be about spiritual things. And spiritual things are all about ideas and 
attitudes, knowledge and love, thoughts and affections. These are the things we can’t see 
with our natural eyes, but we can see what they are like in the visions of this book. 

In chapter 19, the Lord appears triumphant, riding on a white horse, overcoming the beast, 
casting him alive into a lake of fire and brimstone. It’s worth noting, of course, that this 
triumph is not one of spite or vengeance, but of zeal for the rescue and protection of those 
who love the truth. 

Finally, in chapter 20, the dragon himself, who is the devil and Satan, is bound up with 
chains and first cast into a bottomless pit. Then, after a thousand years, into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, never to deceive the church again. So it is that when evil and falsity – 
or shall we say the love of self and the illusions of the senses – reach their peak, they 
precipitate a judgment which causes all who fall into them to be separated from those who 
sincerely love to follow the Lord.  

And then the Holy City New Jerusalem descends. This is the great culmination of the vision, 
and of course we are very familiar with it. Still, think for a moment about its primary 
features: the gold of the city is pure love for the Lord; its gates of pearl are all the ways of 
acknowledging His Divine Humanity; the glorious light inside is the truth of His Word 
illuminated by the spiritual sense; and the tree of life beside the pure river of the water of 
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life is the source of all good for the members of the church – that is, the Lord Himself as 
the Divine Human.  

In the end it’s all about the Lord. Not ourselves. Not our buildings. Not our programs. Not 
our problems, no matter how much these things may contribute to or complicate our work. 
It’s all about the Lord – and the good of charity that we receive from Him if we will eat of 
the fruit of that incredible Tree. 

Let us never forget this essential truth of the entire book of Revelation, so that we may join 
with the 24 elders and with the thousands upon thousands who are sealed by the Lamb in 
the faith of charity from Him, those in this world and the next who “get” the innocent 
power of the truth of His Word and keep His commandments. Amen. 

June 19th 
On the 19th day of June in the year 1770, the Lord sent His 
12 disciples throughout the spiritual world to proclaim that 
the LORD GOD JESUS CHRIST doth reign. 
 
 
 
 
Is it a coincidence that the celebration day for the freedom of slaves in USA was made to be 
the 19th June?  

 

 
  

    
Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the 
United States.  Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led 
by Major General Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had 
ended and that the enslaved were now free.  This was 2.5 years after President 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which had become official January 1, 1863.  

On Juneteenth we come together young and old to listen, to learn and to refresh the drive 
to achieve. It is a day where we all take one step closer together to pray for peace and 
liberty for all. 
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NEWS                                                 

Todd’s visit. Rev Todd Beiswinger will visit us again in September. The 
dates are yet to be finalised but it will be either 7th or 14th. We really look 
forward to seeing him again. 

 

Margaret’s father has been very ill again. He is recovering now and 
Margaret is spending a lot of time caring for him. We send them both our 
best wishes and keep them in our prayers. 

 

We also send our love and best wishes to the Frost family. John can’t really 
have visitors now, except for family. Moira spends her days with him, loving 
and caring for him and the Murdoch Hospice staff are wonderful. Debbie 
has also taken time off to be there for her dad. We keep them all in our 
prayers. 

 

Birthdays   No birthdays in June. Happy birthday to anyone else having 
their special day in June. 
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June Calendar 2014 

 Sunday         
1st June 

Worship 4pm  
Shared meal 

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed        
4th June 

Class on Divine Providence 11.00 
Shared lunch             

Val’s 

Sunday  
8th June 

10.30am Worship, Sunday School  
Shared lunch 

McDougall House        
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday  
15th June 

10.30am  Worship, Sunday School   
Shared lunch 

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed        
18th June 

Class on Divine Providence 11.00 
Shared lunch 

Val’s 

Sunday   
22nd June 

10.30am Worship, Sunday School  
New Church Day  Shared lunch 

McDougall House        
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday    
29th June 

10.30am Worship, Sunday School        
Shared lunch 

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed          
2nd July 

Class on Divine Providence 11.00 
Shared lunch 

Val’s 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 

which is a kingdom of communities. 
 

 

Worship Services are held weekly see attached Calendar 
for venue and times or  

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters 
 

Aurora New Church Circle 

McDougall House, 20 Clydesdale St, Como. 

Aurora Face book page was created in 2007 by the young people at a 
Saturday afternoon gathering. Here is the address. 

www.facebook.com/aurora.circl 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 

published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 

Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in      
our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, home for orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader in Perth: John Frost  
Tel: Bernice Brown 9343 1379 

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters
http://www.facebook.com/aurora.circl
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

