
1 

June 2011                             Aurora New Church Circle                                                                         1 

SOUL FOOD 

 
 
 

And there appeared a great wonder in Heaven ;  
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of 
twelve stars. 
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Excerpt from a sermon  by Reuben Bell. 
 
Lessons from the Apocalypse Revealed has a lot to say about light. It tells us that 
when we encounter images of light in the Word, we are to think of Divine truth, 
streaming in from the spiritual sun of heaven. Because light and truth are linked in 
use--they correspond--and the Lord comes to us across discrete degrees of order 
from His abode above the heavens by means of correspondence.  
 
And truth? We know about truth in this church, if nothing else. We love truth. The 
Writings for the New Church proclaim themselves to be the Lord's Second Advent by 
means of the internal sense of the Word-- Divine truths locked up for centuries--
finally disclosed and taught in those thirty volumes of doctrine... truths to lead us to 
the good of life.  
 
And these truths are what make the New Church new. But what is truth?   
 
Now this is an important question--not just an academic pursuit--because if the Lord 
did come into the world as truth incarnate, we must define this thing very closely. 
Why? To understand truth is to know more about the Lord. And that is always good.  
 
Let's see what the Writings can tell us about truth: All truth is from good, for it is the 
form of it, and all good is the inmost being of truth. Good when it is formed, so as to 
appear to the mind, in speech is called truth (Apocalypse Explained 136). Truth is the 
form of good; that is, when good is formed so that it can be intellectually perceived, 
then it is called truth (Arcana Coelestia 3049). In the Word the Lord is called Jehovah 
as to Divine good; for Divine good is the very Divine. And the Lord is called the Son of 
God as to Divine truth; for Divine truth proceeds from Divine good, as a son from the 
Father, and also is said to be born (Arcana Coelestia 7499). Divine good can in no 
way be and exist without Divine truth, nor Divine truth without Divine good, but one 
in the other, mutually and reciprocally.... The Divine good is the Father, and the 
Divine truth is the Son (Arcana Coelestia 2803).  
 
So truth, according to this series, is the very nature of Divine good Itself. Since good 
is of the will, and thus not immediately available or even apparent to us fallen 
humans, it needs a form; a shape, a skin, an external aspect, or something we can 
see. And that is just what truth is.  
 
Who was born on  our planet, Jesus Christ, the form of Divine good itself, "was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us." Someone we can see. Now if we can see Him, we can 
strive to imitate Him. And that is called regeneration. That's the whole idea of truth: 
every building project needs a set of instructions. So we have truth... loads of it-in the 
Word itself, and in the internal sense of the Word, revealed in the Writings for the 
New Church. And that's wonderful. But you know, like everything else in this world, 
there can be complications. There are some other teachings about Divine truth, that 
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reveal the great power in it, and also tell us what happens when we forget that good 
and truth are supposed to go together.  
 
Truths serve as weapons of destruction in spiritual warfare, and they are 
necessary if we are to overcome the falsities that the hells use against us in the great 
battle for our souls (Arcana Coelestia 2686). And truth is powerful stuff.  It has to be.  
In its pure form--the light that flows into heaven from the sun there that is the Lord 
Himself--it would burn us to ashes, if it weren't accommodated--filtered a bit--into a 
less potent form, that we can use (Divine Love & Wisdom 110). This filtered form is 
the Word, and the Writings, but BEWARE: there is great power in these as well. Like 
any weapon, truth must be handled very carefully, and it must be used in a proper 
and responsible way. And we must also remember that using truths to overcome the 
hells and using truths in our daily activities--in discussions and conversations and all 
our interactions--are two different things.Truth, used alone, by itself--without the 
good that is supposed to be there with it--can destroy the people around us by its 
ability to cut to the heart--of their intentions, their expectations, and their 
motivations-- sometimes before they know what these really are. And it leaves no  
room for negotiation--no room for improvement, or starting over. Truth alone does 
not teach, or lead--it condemns, and it leaves no survivors. The Arcana Coelestia 
tells us that "in the other life, truths separated from goods appear as arrows" (Arcana 
Coelestia 2686:6).  
 
Now as a weapon in the war against the hells, this is great, because this battle is for 
life or death. But for daily use, around the house, in our jobs--around people who are 
not our enemies, but just plain old regenerators like ourselves, we must be very 
careful that we 1) use truths only in the presence of good, and 2) use them very 
carefully. 

 
 

 
AURORA CIRCLE,  PERTH OUTREACH MEETING  
at 8A Rankin Way, Booragoon.                                                                 14th MAY 2011 

 

We initiate a plan – the Lord takes over and works through us 
We have a love for the Church which we are asked by the Lord to share 

 Read Derek Elphick‟s paper “What is our message” (New Church Life 
Jan/Feb and Mar/Apr 2011) 
 
RATIONAL PLAN FOR OUTREACH 
 Identify and clarify the „soul‟ of our Church – Aurora Circle and New 
Church 
 Need to serve the interests of our existing members and friends – retain 
and grow our strengths 
 Identify needs of all ages and sectors of the general community 
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 Evaluate significant and meaningful forms of worship in the Perth region in 
next 6 months 
 Financial planning, tithing, pledges, self support and outreach costs 
 
ONLINE RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE FOLLOWING:  

Greeter training, Pamphlets for Outreach, Community outreach service 
support projects and ideas, Financial planning and stewardship 

 
RECORDING OF INFORMATION FROM VISITS TO PERTH COMMUNITY WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

We need to record the impressions we get from visits to Perth worship 
services and other community service activities. Enter onto comments 
sheet and include in monthly newsletters.  
Meet to report back, discuss and record our findings 

 
MEETINGS TO RECORD FINDINGS and REVIEW PROGRESS 
 Agree on dates for meetings 
 
DAVE LINDROOTH‟s VISIT IN 2012 : ASSESSMENT 
 Jim Collins model for establishing Core Purpose, Core Values and Vision for 
the Aurora circle 
 „HOSHIN‟ planning workshop in early 2012 – strategic planning process 

SWOT analysis, action steps visualization, theme choices and selection, 
action plan, timeline and task allocation 

 
ACTIVITIES FOR NEXT 6 MONTHS 
Regular visits to Perth worship services and community action groups. Follow up 
with contacts to discuss and record the following aspects and report back to 
progress meetings: 

GREETING (the foyer) – form of greeting, name tags, info packs, sphere 
of welcome 

COMMUNITY SERVICES (the living room) – range and frequency of 
outreach programs 

WORSHIP (the kitchen) – nature and form of services, music, age 
groups, graphics, sphere of worship 
SIGNAGE – images and wording, internal, on site and remote 
COMMUNICATION – verbal, printed, digital, comment on program and 

evaluate effectiveness 
STUDY/DISCUSSION GROUPS – subject matter, form and frequency of 
meetings, group sizes and composition, sphere of group 
EVALUATION OF OUR SERVICES – invite friends to attend our services 
and request feedback 

 
ACTION PROGRAM      
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Members to visit Perth worship venues and community groups on 1st Sunday of 
each month in place of evening  services. Bi-monthly meetings for report  back. 
Commence 5th June 2011. 
  

 

 

 

 

Loaves and Fishes 
As part of the action plan please all take the time to fill in the slips as feedback 
after your visit to a church, for the next Outreach meeting see next page. 
  

  
NEWS 
NCIA Seminar was held over the weekend of 21st May It was well 
attended and stimulating in the doctrinal teachings imparted. We look 
forward to many more of these ;  spiritual nourishment in a sphere of love 
and charity . 
 

Amy will be back for a few weeks to stay with family and already has a job lined 
up 
 

 

 Loaves and Fishes 

Please take a few minutes to reflect on your experience – thank you ♥ 

Date ______________   Venue _________________________________________ 

         
 Yes        No 

Were you greeted personally?                          
 

Were you given a name tag/info pack?              
 

Did you enjoy the music/singing (dancing) if any?                 
 

- What instruments did you notice? 
______________________________________________________________ 

What age groups were present? 0 – 10;    11 – 20;    21 – 35;     35 – 50;       50 + 

How did you know about the gathering? Signage outside advert friend 
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Was the message/service verbal printeddigitalother__________________  

Did you enjoy the messagefeel uncomfortableunderstand itfeel unmoved 

- Other thoughts? ________________________________________________ 

Were you asked to give money? How_____________________                       

Were there Sunday schoolteen activity groups?               

Are there individual/small study groups as well?                        

- Details? ______________________________________________________ 

Was there tea/a meal?                                
 

Are you aware of an outreach/community/charity program?                               

Rate your experience overall – put a dot  along the line  

loving/warm/accepting                    

cold/uncomfortable 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other thoughts ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
______ 

 

 
Special Prayer  Dear Lord, we have Tony, Verity, Kayla and Michael in 
our hearts constantly. We ask that You bless their union with a yet deeper 
love for one another through caring and sharing of the pain they are 
experiencing. Fill them with Your love, strength and courage for the road 
they travel; and help us all to be there for them in whatever way we can to 
support their needs. When they see just one line of footprints in the sand 
make them to know it is You Lord who is carrying them. 
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June  CALENDAR 
 MORNING EVENING VENUE 

5
th

 June  

Research for outreach 

11
th

 June Visit to City Farm 

8.30am 

  

12
th

  June Worship 10.30am 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

 10 Broome St 

19
th

 June New Church Day Worship 

 4 .30pm 

Followed by a 

banquet 

10 Broome St 

26
th

 June Worship 10.30am 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

 10 Broome St 

 
 
 
 

We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
 
 
 



8 

June 2011                             Aurora New Church Circle                                                                         8 

 
Worship Services are held weekly at 

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street) at 
10.30am  

No services on the  first Sunday of the month. 
 

General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration 

and understanding through the Revelation of 18th century scientist 

and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. In his 35 volumes of theology, 

he helps set forth the Lord's plan for a rebirth of Christianity, a clear 

vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in our lives. 

 

For ordering books see 

 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 

 

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal and 

Africa, homes  for  orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

 

Lay Leader In Perth :John Frost tel: (08)9315 1859 

C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018 
Editor: Mary 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

