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SOUL FOOD 
 

June 2008 
 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will let him take the water of 
life freely. Rev 22:17 
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Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.... 
And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a 
great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven diadems on his heads (Revelation 
12:1,3). 

"And a great sign was seen in heaven" means a 
revelation by the Lord concerning His New Church 
in the heavens and on earth.... [B]y "a great sign 

seen in heaven" is understood revelation concerning the New 
Church (Apocalypse Revealed 532).  

The apostle John saw many visions in heaven while he was on the island of 
Patmos. The Lord showed him these visions or signs so that he could write 
them down in the book of Revelation - the last book of the New 
Testament. One of the signs in heaven was a beautiful woman clothed with 
the sun, adorned with a crown of stars, and standing on the moon. John 
also saw a seven-headed dragon waiting nearby, threatening the woman 
and her unborn child. When the baby boy was born, he was lifted up to 
God and His throne to protect him. Then Michael and his angels fought the 
dragon and defeated him.  
 
Centuries later, the Lord revealed that the visions described in the book of 
Revelation are prophecies about a New Church. These prophecies were 
fulfilled when the Lord gave a new revelation through Emanuel 
Swedenborg, which is called the Heavenly Doctrine for the New Church or 
simply the Writings. Swedenborg also revealed that the Lord started the 
New Church on June 19th, 1770, when He sent His twelve disciples 
throughout the spiritual world to preach the good news that the Lord Jesus 
Christ reigns. For this reason June 19th is celebrated as the birthday of the 
New Church - New Church Day - a time to reflect on the wondrous 

prophecies in the book of Revelation and their message for our lives.  
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VISIONS OF HEAVEN  
 
The Rev. Robert S. Jungé  
Lessons: Revelation 12:1-9,13-17; True Christian Religion 791 

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.... And 
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads (Revelation 
12:1,3).  
 
Today we read about a vision that the disciple John had when he was an 
old man living on the island of Patmos. This was after the Lord had lived in 
the world as Jesus Christ and then risen to rule in heaven. While John was 
on Patmos, the Lord opened his spiritual eyes so that he could see into 
heaven. He saw special visions that showed him how a New Church - a 
new kind of Christianity - would begin.  
 
John beheld a beautiful sight in heaven - a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. 
And John knew that this woman was about to have a baby boy. It was a 
wonderful and beautiful vision.  
 
But then John saw another vision in heaven. It was a great red dragon with 
seven heads and ten horns. Its tail drew in a third the stars of heaven and 
cast them down to the earth. This horrible red dragon stood ready to eat 
up the beautiful woman's child as soon as he was born. But as soon as the 
child was born, the Lord took him up to heaven, where the angels would 
protect him. The woman fled to the wilderness, where there was not any 
food. Still, the Lord protected her and fed her. Then the dragon cast out of 
his mouth a flood of water so that the woman would be drowned; but the 
Lord gave her two wings like those of a great eagle to fly with, and the 
earth swallowed the flood. Finally the dragon was captured by the Lord's 
angels (see Revelation 20:1-3).  
 
Now this story tells us that if we really love the Lord, the way the beautiful 
woman did, He will protect us from all harm. Our Heavenly Father will 
watch over us, just as He took care of the baby boy and the woman. The 
Lord is always ready to help anyone who really needs His help. But we 
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must want the Lord to help us; we must pray to Him and always try to 
obey Him. Then, no matter how evil spirits try to get us to do evil things, 
no matter how they try to harm us, the Lord will always help us.  
 
Now, the Lord has taught us many special things about this story in the 
Heavenly Doctrine for the New Church. He prepared His servant, Emanuel 
Swedenborg, so that he could see into heaven in the same way that John 
did. Swedenborg wrote down everything that the Lord told him to write, 
and all the things that the Lord told Swedenborg are written in what we 
call the Heavenly Doctrine. This is the Lord's Word. It is where we learn all 
about the Lord and what He wants us to do. When Swedenborg had almost 
finished writing down what the Lord told him, then the Lord sent His 
disciples all over the spiritual world to tell people about these teachings. He 
sent them out on the 19th day of June in the year 1770 (see True Christian 
Religion 791). And that is why the Nineteenth of June is the beginning of 
the New Church, or its birthday.  
 
At that time many people had forgotten about the Lord. Even today, many 
people do not believe that the Lord is the one God of heaven and earth. So 
the disciples taught everyone in the spiritual world about the Lord. This 
was their most important message, that the Lord is the one God. And so 
they told everyone "The Lord God Jesus Christ reigns."  
 
Now in the Heavenly Doctrine that the Lord has revealed to us we learn 
that the beautiful woman John saw was like the New Church. The New 
Church can be beautiful in just the way she was, if we all learn to really 
love the Lord.  
 
The New Church is only just beginning. It is beautiful and wonderful, 
shining with the light of truth - like a woman clothed with the sun. What it 
teaches, however, is known only by a very few. And these few are just 
beginning to know what it means to make all things new, what it really is 
to make a new church. Many of the things we know are very basic. But the 
good people in the church love these basic things.  
 
These basic teachings are like a newborn baby. The Lord protects them 
tenderly in His new heaven and in the hearts of those who love Him. And 
the Lord is fostering and protecting His church even as He protected the 
beautiful woman. He cares for our infant understanding, even as He caught 
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the male child up to heaven.  
 
There are many false ideas in the world today. Only with the Lord's help 
can the church possibly live and grow. This growth may take many years, 
and in our human judgment we may become impatient. Yet the more we 
are faithful in the tasks we see, the more we give ourselves to the Lord, 
the sooner He will be able to carry out His purposes.  
 
No matter what age we live in, no matter what stage the church is in, the 
Lord is always calling us, and inviting us to call on Him.  
 
Amen. 

June 19th Banquet 

Come and enjoy some fine food both natural and spiritual on the 22nd June 
at 6pm following the evening service at 5pm. A presentation by Alex and 
Deb. Please contact Moira to find out what food to contribute as it is a 
shared meal. Bring your own drinks 

Doctrinal Study 

Heaven and hell Classes continue to be a success being held on 
alternate Friday mornings at Val’s, and thank you to Alex for so ably 
leading them. What will we do when you go to study in Bryn Athyn? 

Evening study Class An evening study class is hosted at Frosts every 
second Thursday evening. Please read and study ahead the first chapter of 
Divine Providence so that a discussion on the topics may take place using 
Rev .Mike Gladish’s notes. Thank you to the Frosts for providing this venue 
and opportunity for spiritual food. 

 

News 

Alex’s Birthday; A most enjoyable dinner party was hosted by Moira on 
the occasion of Alex’s Birthday. Thank you to Moira for all your wonderful 
hospitality and yummy food, some designed especially for Raymond! The 
songs and cake were special, including the solo sung by John on aging! 
The party was followed by the first class on Divine Providence. Thank you 
John for hosting it. 
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Relocation: The Phans are relocating to Harvest Lakes in May Look 
forward to a Home warming! 

Crown Content’s second edition of Who’s Who in Western Australia , to 
be published on Friday 13 June 2008, will include an entry listing the  
achievements of Dr. Tuan Phan. 
His biography will appear alongside those of over 4,000 notable citizens of 
Western Australia, representing a range of endeavours, who have 
significantly shaped the community.  

New Employment Congratulations to Lisa for becoming a strategic 
planning officer in the Stirling council, helping with local area planning. 

Award. Congratulations to Amy for winning an award for Science, which 
will take her to New Zealand for a week!  

Vacation Employment Congratulations to Anni for being offered vacation 
clerkships at some of the top Law Firms in Perth. 

Grateful thanks to Bernice for much help and healing support to 
Raymond during the last months 

Visit of Coleman Glenn on the weekend of the 20th July 

Date morning afternoon evening Accomodation 
Frida
y 
18th 
July 

    Welcome 6pm 
shared meal and 
class at Val’s 

Val’s 

Sat 
19th 
July 

Beach with 
Harts  

3pm  Social 
& discussion 
Smuts  

Shared meal at 
Smuts  
6pm class Divine 
Providence 

Val’s 

Sun 
20th 
July 

10.30am 
Worship 
followed by 
shared meal  

Relocate to 
Smuts 

5pm  
Teenage Social 
and question time 
at Dwyer’s  

Smuts 

Mon 
21st 
July 

Lisa shows 
him around 
Perth 

  Shared Meal , 
class at Frosts 

Smuts 
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Invitation from the Perth Society: New Church Day Banquet at 
Trigg on 19th June at 7pm. Contact Lynn on 92433251 for details. RSVP by 
early June. 

June Calendar 
Sun1st 
June 

 5pm worship  

 followed by shared meal 

Thurs 
5th 

Divine Providence at 
Frost’s 7pm to 8.30pm 

 

Sun 8th  10.30am Worship  

 followed by shared meal 

Fri 13th Heaven and Hell class 
at Val’s 11.00am 

 

Sun 15th   10.30am Worship  

 followed by shared meal 

Thurs 
19th  

 June 19th Celebration at Trigg 
phone Lynn 92433251 to confirm 

Sun 
22nd 

 

 

Worship at 5pm  

June 19th Banquet at 
6pm 

Fri 27th  Heaven and Hell class 
at Val’s 

 

Sun 
29th  

  10.30am Worship  

 followed by shared meal  

Thurs 3rd 
july 

Divine Providence at 
Frost’s 7pm to 8.30pm 

 

Sun 6th  
July 

 5pm worship   

followed by  shared meal 
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Worship Services are held weekly at 10 Broome Street, 
South Perth (off Douglas Street) See calendar for times. 
You are invited to join in a shared meal afterwards if you wish.  
 
 

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street) 

www.newchurch.org     

http://www.newchurch.org/locations/asiaPacific/australia 

 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further 
inspiration and understanding through the Revelation of 18th 
century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. In his 
35 volumes of theology, Swedenborg helps set forth the Lord's 
plan for a rebirth of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His 
own Word, and what that means in our lives. 
 

 

For ordering books see www.swedenborg.com.au 
Or phone Alex 0428517813  
 
 

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, a home  
for  orphaned children. Donations gladly accepted. 

 
Lay Leader In Perth :   
John Frost tel (08)93159850 
C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018 

                                              

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/locations/asiaPacific/australia
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

