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SOUL FOOD 
February 2013 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God... And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. (John 1:1, 14) 
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Knowledge of the letter of the Word acts as a 
vessel to contain angelic and spiritual truths  

The Word = our life text book 
The Holy Scripture or the Word is Divine Truth itself. 

(The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture §1) 

THE SCRIPTURES APPEAR ORDINARY, BUT HAVE A DEEPER MEANING.  

I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  Howbeit 
when He the spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth... The time 
cometh when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall show you 
plainly of the Father (John 16: 12-13, 25) 

If I have told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? (John 3:12) 

Since the Word is a revelation from the Divine it is Divine in each and all things; for 
what is from the Divine cannot be otherwise. What is from the Divine descends to 
man through the heavens; wherefore in the heavens it is accommodated to the 
wisdom of the angels who are there, and on earth it is accommodated to the 
comprehension of the men who are there.  On this account there is in the Word an 
internal sense which is spiritual for the angels; and an external sense which is natural 
for men.  Hence it is that the conjunction of heaven with man is through the Word. 
(The New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine §252) Read more. 

There is holiness in every sentence, and in every word, and in some places even the 
very letters.  The man who reads it from the Lord, and not from himself alone, is 
filled by it with the good of love and the truth of wisdom… In this way man has life 
by means of the Word. (The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture §3) 

  The truths of the sense of the Letter of the Word are, in some cases, not naked 
truths, but appearances of truth... taken from such things as are in nature, 
accommodated and adequate to the apprehension of simple people and children. But 
because they are correspondences, they are the receptacles and abodes of genuine 
truth. They are like vessels which enclose and contain, as a crystal cup holds noble 
wine, or a silver dish nourishing food. They are like garments which serve as 

clothing, like swaddling clothes for an infant, and comely robes for a maiden. (The 
Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture §40) 

    Suggested Reading: The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture §5-49 

http://www.baltimorenewchurch.org/search/index.cfm?action=search.displayPassage&workid=44&passageNumber=1&languageid=2
http://www.baltimorenewchurch.org/search/index.cfm?action=search.displayPassage&workid=98&passageNumber=252&languageid=2
javascript:%20void(0);
http://www.baltimorenewchurch.org/search/index.cfm?action=search.displayPassage&workid=44&passageNumber=3&languageid=2
http://www.baltimorenewchurch.org/search/index.cfm?action=search.displayPassage&workid=44&passageNumber=40&languageid=2
http://www.baltimorenewchurch.org/search/index.cfm?action=search.displayPassage&workid=44&passageNumber=40&languageid=2
http://www.baltimorenewchurch.org/search/index.cfm?action=search.displayPassage&workid=44&passageNumber=5&languageid=2
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Available In our Church Library Bible Study Notes, 6-
Volume Set Anita S. Dole 

 

This six-volume set, now available after years of being out of print, contains a multi-year course 
of study with a uniquely Swedenborgian view of the Bible. 

Originally written for Sunday school teachers, the course is divided into five age groups: 

primary (ages 6-8), junior (ages 9-11), intermediate (ages 12-14), senior (ages 15-17) and 

adult. The lessons from each Bible story are geared toward the life experience and level of 

understanding of that particular age group, and Dole gives practical advice in each lesson for 

helping children—and adults!—relate to the Bible. Each lesson contains an overview of the 

points to be discussed, notes for parents and teachers, text with discussion questions for each 

age group, related readings from Swedenborg, and questions that review and test students' 

understanding.This classic study tool is perfect for group and individuals who want a structured 

approach to learning from the Bible. 

Vol. 1: Genesis 
Vol. 2: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges. 
Vol. 3: 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, Psalms. 
Vol. 4: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Amos, Jonah, Micah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, 
Matthew. 
Vol. 5: Mark, Luke. 
Vol. 6: John, Revelation. 

Anita S. Dole (1889-1973) graduated from the University of Chicago. She was first exposed to 

Swedenborg while teaching at Urbana College in Urbana, Ohio, and joined the church in 1917. 

In 1919 she married the Reverend Louis A. Dole, and moved with him to Fryeburg, Maine, 

where he served as pastor to a New Church congregation. Among a wealth of volunteer 

positions, she taught Sunday school at the church, developing the course that would be 

published as Bible Study Notes. She lived most of her adult life in Fryeburg and Bath, Maine. 
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February  Calendar 2013 

 
 

Sun 3   5.00pm Worship 
Shared meal. 

10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 10  10.30am Worship  
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 17  10.30am Worship  
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 24  10.30am Worship 
Christmas Service 
Shared meal. 

 10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

Sun 
March 
3rd 

 5.00pm  Worship  

Shared meal 

10 Broome St off 
Douglas Street 

 

News 
Camp   

We arrived to find good accommodation set amongst lawned and wooded gardens, 
with a swimming pool, playing field and a pathway leading the many well appointed 
boarding houses to the dining hall or library between activities. This path became very 
popular with bike and scooter riders (from 3 upwards!!) It also afforded us exercise as 
we walked back and forth from our house between activities. 

The very first evening after booking in we were treated to the delight of an amazing 
music circle where each of us sat in a circle participating and responding to the leader 
with either a drum or some sort of percussive instrument creating rhythms and effects 
that made each one of us feel a part of a larger vibrating whole all working together. 
We changed places to experience different instruments and performed set patterns, or 
followed the footfall of volunteers who had the power to create the rhythm they 
wanted us to by simply walking, dancing or jumping etc!! 

 Tuesday saw us enjoy the first of our many delicious meals …………..a cooked 
breakfast ( eggs, sausages, bacon, tomato, beans, mushrooms, bubble and squeak ) 
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each day with whatever type of bread, crumpet, pikelet etc to toast , stewed fruit, 
yoghurt, many kinds of cereals, and types of milks, juices, teas, coffee and chilled 
filtered water. Wow!! 

Lunches were salads and cold meats etc (after the morning tea!!) and the dinners were 
hearty and delicious! For afternoon tea we all retired to the kitchen in our house and 
helped ourselves to whatever delights we found there. 

After breakfast we had devotion each day by a different minster ( at most 20 mins) and 
then an hour long all ages activity. The best one was on the parables by Chris Skinner. 
He had marked out the floor of the library with tape depicting the Holy Land (Judea, 
Galilee, Samaria etc) and then we placed the cities where miracles were performed and 
then re enacted the various miracles using volunteers. 

The Good Samaritan was one of them. A victim was selected who lay groaning on the 
floor, and was of course by-passed by two men in succession. Little Finn Ralls (3.5 
years old!) had been playing around on the floor nearby and it became too much for 
him. He ran up to the victim and placed his hand on him with comforting care. This 
was indescribably moving as it was spontaneous and straight form his heart.. He was 
then asked to help the Samaritan so he helped lift him up without being shown what to 
do.  

Another great activity (by Todd Beiswenger) was held on the field and a volunteer, 
Chad, was blindfolded and had to walk across 100 paces to a target of chairs set out.  
It was interesting to see how he walked off in a direction to the far left ………….so he 
was asked to repeat it with still blindfolded but asking for help when he thought he 
needed it by raising his hand. Of course he could now reach the target. 

Todd made the analogy to each one of us trying to steer our course to heaven and 
asking for help from the Lord when we need it. 

It was very hot otherwise he would also have demonstrated how a group of people 
walking in a block on either side of Chad would have kept him on course as he began 
to veer off to the side he would have been knocked back on course……………..hence 
our guardian angels! 

Following the all ages activity we would all split up into groups. Tod Beiswenger gave 
classes on ‘Finding your happy place’ and ‘Calming the mind’. One session ( by Mary 
Alden) was on the path to heaven. We followed stepping stones of statements to help 
us along the way, eg helping your Mum, leads to Heaven: hitting your friend, does not: 
sharing toys does , etc .  One pathway led to the rubbish bin representing Hell, and 
another one to a fence ( to symbolise a cage) also  representing Hell.  The path to 
Heaven led into the lounge room of one of the houses where we all dressed up as 
angels, sang songs, danced, and made some heavenly gardens by sticky taping flowers 
and leaves etc to coloured paper. 

After class there was a short break before lunch followed by free time when we could 
swim! There was a variety of other activities going on too …..a table tennis knock out 
competition, a choir learning new songs, a recorder ensemble practising together, 
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games for the kids in the “Drift in” and of course TV in the kitchens of the houses, 
cricket games, kids whizzing around on bikes or scooters etc. and a quiz night!!  

Thursday saw us catching a bus after breakfast and arriving at King’s Park for Morning 
tea, and Fremantle for a picnic lunch on the Esplanade where the kids climbed the 
huge frame and some Dads did too!! Getting back to camp by 8.30pm a group of 
delightful people in the kitchen had supper and chatted away for sometime before 
sleeping soundly. 

Friday evening we enjoyed circle dancing with Mary Duckworth, a really calming and 
spiritual experience. There was an Aboriginal activity afternoon with cooking, Music and 
dance workshops. There was then a display of dance and after dinner…. 

 …..the Talent Concert!  Kayla was selected by Zack Beiswinger to be the volunteer for 
his magic trick. Connor gave a joke telling session which is also on video. An enjoyable 
concert with some talented singers and players of instruments as well as break dancer 
(8 years old New Zealander),a Zumba dancer (Anthea Pike from Atherton) and the 
recorder group. 

Church on Sunday was a celebration of  the one-ness of God using choral singing. 

What a wonderful week…………an escape from the real world where socialising with 
kindred spirits and feeling at home made us feel that we would rather not leave camp 
to return to the daily grind!!  

Many thanks to the organisers of the 2013 camp Perth!! 

Who will go next year to Bonnie Hills in QNSLD on 12th to 18th January ?? 

 

 

 

Most of the group who attended the camp 
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The Camp team leaders 

Glenn and Mary Alden (Brisbane), Chris and Margaret Skinner (Melbourne), Julian 
and Ruth Duckworth(Sydney), Trevor and Joy Moffat(Perth), Todd and Jen 
Beiswinger (Sydney), David Moffat (Canberra), Mary Duckworth (UK). 

 

Management meeting 
The next Management meeting will take place at 11.00am on 
Saturday 9th March at 8A Rankin Way. Agenda to follow. 
 

Childrens’ get-together…Sunday Club 
Mary has news of a potential joint service as a get-together for the 
young people. This will be discussed informally after Church. 

 
Breaking News 
After extensive consultation Rev Peter Buss Jnr has been appointed 
Assistant to Executive Bishop Brian Keith. Both Brian and Peter will 
take up their appointments in July 2013. Our congratulations to our 
new leaders. 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

 
Worship Services are held weekly at 

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street)    
at 5pm first Sunday of the month                           

10.30am every other Sunday.                             
 

General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 

published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. 
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth 
of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means 

in our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal 

and Africa, homes for orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth: John Frost tel: (08)9315 1859 
C/o 8A Rankin Way, Booragoon, 6154 

 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

