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SOUL FOOD 
December 2015/January 2016 

 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 

His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” (John 1:14) 
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Excerpt from “The Word Made Flesh “by Rev Brian W. Keith  

As the Word made flesh, the glory of the Lord can bring us a 

peacefulness unlike any other. Not a peace like the quiet of evening 

when we are preparing to rest. Rather it is a peace of contentment and 

confidence. As the Heavenly Doctrines note, this peace is "the very 

Divine truth in heaven from the Lord which universally affects all who 

are there and makes heaven to be heaven; for peace has in it 

confidence in the Lord, that He directs all things and provides all things, 

and that He leads to a good end. When a person is in this state, he is in 

peace, for he then fears nothing, and no worry about things to come 

disturbs him." (Arcana Coelestia 8455) The glory of the Lord's Word 

shines upon us when we have such assurance that He is in charge, 

carefully guiding every one of our steps.  

This is the state of the angels. Their unpleasant memories of this earth 

have been set aside. They have no desire to leap into the future. Rather 

they fully enjoy the present, sensing all the goodness that the Lord is 

giving them now. For they trust in Him, knowing that He is leading and 

caring for them no matter what happens.  

We may taste some of this angelic peace as we celebrate the Lord's 

advent or awaken in the morning. But we enter into it more and more 

as we set aside the things of this world: worry about the future, too 

great a focus on natural toys and conveniences, our selfish drives and 

desires. To the extent that we can enjoy earthly delights without 

making them all important, that we can serve others without always 
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thinking about what we will get out of it, so far peace can enter our 

lives. It is then that we become convinced that the Lord's light is the 

true light and most of the problems and troubles we experience can fall 

away. It is then that we can glimpse the Lord and experience His 

peace, His Advent into our lives  

The profound symbolism of the Christmas Story      

EDWARD F. SYLVIA, M.T.S. Philosopher/Theologian  

https://thegodguy.wordpress.com 

Both modern Christian worshippers and atheists need to elevate their 

hearts and minds to grasp the “hidden meanings” of this sacred event. 

When probed more deeply, the Christmas Story offers revelations about 

the dual and split nature of the human psyche. When Mary and Joseph 

are told that there is no room at the Inn for them to stay, the deeper 

and more relevant psycho-spiritual message is that the Lord Jesus 

cannot be born within us on the level of our daily and habitual 

minds. On such a level, we are scrambling to meet the requirements of 

corporeal life, and leave no room for spiritual influences in our 

hectic lives. 

The “Manger” represents how the Lord will be born in a special 

secluded place, outside the hustle and bustle of normal human 

activities. This secluded place is on another level of human awareness, 

which unfortunately has been replaced by outer, terrestrial concerns 

and anxieties. 

https://thegodguy.wordpress.com/
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Those who have studied Emanuel Swedenborg’s spiritual symbolism 

(the science of correspondences) know that the hidden secret of the 

Christmas Story is that the Lord (and His teachings) are to be 

born in each of our hearts. 

But there is an even deeper meaning to the notion of our “hearts.” This 

heart is a new heart (and will) that is established during the 

innocence of our childhood and youth. As we grow and learn the ways 

of the world (symbolized by the Inn in the Christmas Story) this level of 

innocence becomes covered over by a manufactured personality. 

The Lord Jesus must be born within this deeper level of our 

consciousness (that operates below the mask), which Swedenborg calls 

the “remains.” But since this spiritual birth must take place where 

there is innocence, one must go through a process of purification 

first. This requires that the more noble ideas of our worldly mind and 

memory make contact with our inner motives through sincere self-

examination. The resulting “friction” between what we know to be 

right and our actions creates the heat that will allow us to fuse together 

our dual and divided natures and create an “inner manger” for the Lord 

to be born within us and expand His influence. (Without this spiritual 

combat, vanities will enter into all our good deeds.) May this Christmas 

take place within the growing innocence of your new heart! 
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NEWS 

Change of Venue: In the New Year worship will take place at          

13 Cathedral Link, Aubin Grove, every Sunday at 10.30am beginning in 

February. 

Birthdays Happy birthday to Erin 14th, Val 16th, Danielle 30th. 

Moira will be away for 3 months visiting her family in South Africa. We 

wish you a lovely Christmas with your family, Moira and look forward to 

seeing you again in February. 

 

 

December Calendar 

December 
6th 

10.30 Worship        

Shared lunch 

Perth Society                        
Crn Albany H’way and Rathay 
Street, Victoria Park 

Followed by a shared lunch and 
carols at Ralls’ Home 

 

Sunday 
13th 

10.30   Worship,  
Sunday School       
Shared lunch  

McDougall House        
Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday 
20th 

10.30   Worship       
Sunday School       
Shared lunch. 

McDougall House          
Clydesdale St, Como 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 

which is a kingdom of communities. 
Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 
published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 
Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in our 
lives. 

Worship Services are held weekly at 10.30am 

McDougall House, 20 Clydesdale St, Como. 

Sunday school concurrently 

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters 
http://newchurch.net.au/locations/perth-aurora-circle 

www.newchurch.org 

 
Aurora Face book page was created in 2007 by the young people at a 

Saturday afternoon gathering. Here is the address. 

www.facebook.com/aurora.circle 

Book orders: www.swedenborg.com.au 
 

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal,  

Home for orphaned children.  

ONLINE donations 

 Church: Westpac:  BSB 036302: account number 189720  

Loving Arms:Westpac: BSB 036019: account number 230169 

Name:The General Church of the New Jerusalem-Perth Circle 

http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters
http://newchurch.net.au/locations/perth-aurora-circle
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/aurora.circl
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

