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SOUL FOOD 
December 2013/January 2014 

 

 
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace 

and truth." 
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The Word Made Flesh  
Excerpt from a Sermon by Rev Brian W. Keith  

  
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” (John 1:14)  

  
Night; a time of quiet when the bustle of the day dies down; a time of 
weariness when we make ready for a restful sleep; also a time of darkness 
and cold; our vision is limited and we seek the warmth of fires and homes.  

  
Night time plays a prominent role in the birth of the Lord. It was at night 
in a dream that the angel appeared to Joseph giving him reasons to marry 
Mary. Later at night he warned him of the danger of Herod, and eventually 
informed him that it was time to return to the land of Israel. It was in the 
night that the Lord was born and the shepherds found their way to the 
manger. And it was in the night that the wise men saw the star in the 
east, and then had the star lead them from Jerusalem to Bethlehem where 
it stood over the house where the young Child lay.   

 
Their God, Jehovah, had not been seen nor heard from in hundreds of 

years. They were lost and rudderless without Him. Other than 
maintaining the ancient rituals, they had little sense of who He was 
and how they were to live. Hearts were growing colder from the 
confusion and distortion of everything good.  

  
But our images and memories of the birth of the Lord are not 
focused upon the darkened states. Rather we remember the 
multitude of heavenly hosts shining upon the shepherds, the star 
guiding the wise men, and the light of day in which Simeon lifted up the 
infant Lord, blessed God, and Anna proclaimed His glory to all. For the 
Lord's coming is a coming with light and with life.  

  
One of the wonders of Christmas is the fact that the Lord is born with light 
in the midst of confused and dark states of life. When we see little but 
gloom and hopelessness, He comes to us. He holds us in His hands, 
nourishing an inner sense of hope that we might endure and overcome. 
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Then His full presence with us is in the light of the morning, 
enabling us to recognize who He is and how we might walk in His 
ways. This is why the morning with its light and warmth 
corresponds to the Lord's coming. (see Arcana Coelestia 22, 
4240e; Doctrine Concerning the Sacred Scripture 99)  

  
For the Lord came as the light of the world. This is His glory. We 
can see it shining upon us in the truth His advent brought. For until 
the Lord took on a physical form as a tender infant, all the earlier 
concepts of Him were vague at best. (see Doctrine Concerning 
the Sacred Scripture 99)  
 
By His birth the Lord acquired a natural degree of life. As He put it 
on and gradually made it Divine, the warmth of His love and the 
light of His wisdom became immediately present with all. This is the 
light of the new day the Lord's coming heralded for mankind, a light 
shining in the darkness, leading to the brilliance of day.  
We can sense this when we reflect upon our awakening states in 
the quiet mornings when we awake refreshed and revived, when we 
listen to the singing of the birds and know the dazzling sunlight 
portends the warming of the earth. The light has a special quality 
then. With clarity, we see beauty in even the simplest things around 
us. And we can sense the closeness of heaven, the closeness of the 
Lord's Advent as our spirits are lifted up to the new day. (see 
Arcana Coelestia 7844:2)  

  
As the Word made flesh, the glory of the Lord can bring us a 
peacefulness unlike any other. Not a peace like the quiet of evening 
when we are preparing to rest. Rather it is a peace of contentment 
and confidence.  
As the Heavenly Doctrines note, this peace is "the very Divine truth 
in heaven from the Lord which universally affects all who are there 
and makes heaven to be heaven; for peace has in it confidence in 
the Lord, that He directs all things and provides all things, and that 
He leads to a good end. When a person is in this state, he is in 
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peace, for he then fears nothing, and no worry about things to 
come, disturbs him." (Arcana Coelestia 8455) The glory of the 
Lord's Word shines upon us when we have such assurance that He 
is in charge, carefully guiding every one of our steps.  

  
For us now, the Christmas story reveals His glory, the brilliance of 
His Divine Human in which we may know and love Him. The Divine 
as it is in Itself, is far beyond our comprehension and affection, 
even as it was for the ancients. So the Lord was born that we might 
see His nature and have it shed light on our lives, giving us the 
confidence and trust that He is always with us, always leading us 
in paths of peace.  

  
The Lord then becomes flesh and dwells among us when even our 
limited, simple ideas of truth can be filled with His presence, 
showing us something of His love. For the Lord's coming into our life 
is not simply to make us feel good. Yes, the Lord would have us 
experience states of happiness and joy regularly, and eventually in 
heaven constantly. While He may be born in our states of darkness, 
His full Advent is to us in light the truth of His Word which can 
fill our minds. Every time we recognize a concept as Divine, as 
coming from Him and leading our minds back to His love and mercy, 
His advent has occurred. Then the Word is made flesh, living, for 
us. We are touched by it, we are enlightened by it, and we are 
strengthened by it. (see Arcana Coelestia 8792)  

  
So let this Christmas day affect us with the joys of morning. As its 
light brings a new brightness to our day, as its warmth stirs a 
renewed heat in our lives, let us feel the Lord's closeness to us that 
He might become the Word made flesh for us eternally.  
Let us behold His glory, full of grace and truth. Amen.  
Lessons: Luke 2:1-7; John 1:1-18; Arcana Coelestia 8455  
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NEWS 
 

John Frost is undergoing treatment in Durban for some trouble with his 
eyes. We all send our best wishes, greetings and prayers to both John and 
Moira and their family. 

 

Birthdays     December – Happy birthday to Erin D 14th, Val H 16th, 
Danielle C 30th.                                                                          
January – Happy birthday to Richard H 17th, Tracey C 22nd, Anne H 26th. 

                                                                                        

Our last service for the year will be on 22nd of December.  We begin again 
in February 2014, first Sunday, 2nd at 4 pm at McDougall House.                                                                                                                                           

 

December Calendar 

Sunday  
Dec 1st 

Worship 5.00 pm 
followed by a shared meal 

McDougall House  
 20 Clydesdale St, Como                 

Sunday  
Dec 8th 

Worship 10.30am 
followed by a shared meal 

McDougall  House               
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday   
Dec 15th 

Worship 10.30am  
Followed by a shared meal  

McDougall House 
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday     
Dec 22nd 

Worship 10.30am 
followed by a shared meal  

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

February 2nd  Worship 4pm  McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

 
 

Worship Services are held weekly see attached Calendar 
for venue and times or  

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters 
 

Aurora New Church Circle 

McDougall House, 20 Clydesdale St, Como. 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 

published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 

Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in      
our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal and 

Africa, homes for orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth: John Frost  
Tel: Bernice Brown 9343 1379 

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

