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SOUL FOOD 
August 2014 

 

"Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my   
strength fails" (Psalm 71:9). 
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The Wisdom Of Old Age 

Excerpts from A Sermon by Rev. Thomas L. Kline 

Lessons: Zechariah 8:1-11; Luke 2:22-38; AC 10225:1,5,6 

"Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each one with his staff in his hand, because of great 
age. The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its 
streets" (Zechariah 8:4,5).  

What a beautiful picture this is: old men and old women filling the streets 
of Jerusalem. Because of their great age it says they are carrying staffs in 
their hands. And then the picture goes on: alongside of these old men and 
women are boys and girls playing in the streets elderly people and young 
children together in the streets of Jerusalem.  

And the Lord looks at this picture and says it is marvellous in His sight. 
It is marvellous in His sight because it is a picture of a community that is 
whole and well, a community that is alive. And why? Because all ages 
are present and valued.  

The blessings of old age,  

The period of human life known as old age is a crowning step for our 
lives, the fact that old age is a state of life to be valued for its wisdom and 
enlightenment, the fact that old age is an essential part of a healthy 
community, church or society. 

 Our lives are in four stages: childhood, youth, adult age, and finally, the 
last step is said to be old age.  

Our childhood is said to be a time of instruction (that's when we learn); 
adulthood is said to be a time of intelligence;  

but old age is said to be a time of wisdom that comes from innocence. 
It is a willingness to be led by the Lord.  

True wisdom is not just a matter of learning, but a matter of life. True 
wisdom is not up here (in our head), but wisdom is down here (in our 
heart). True wisdom comes from the life-long journey of walking hand in 
hand with the Lord. It is the life-long journey of discovering who the 
Lord is, the journey of finding that we can trust Him to be with us 
every step of the way. That's the wisdom of old age. 
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Gradually we are willing to accept the limitations of the human spirit. We 

begin to have the humility that we may not accomplish everything we set 

out to accomplish in life. We begin to see the reality that this life is not 

forever. We begin to face the reality of the next life. The things of this world 

are not as important as they once seemed. Our values change and are uplifted. 

We not only believe but we actually feel and see that there are higher 

realities worth reaching for. It is the beginning of an uplifting in the growth of 

our spirit.  

Old age need not be a time of decreasing usefulness. If anything, as age 

advances, the uses of life can become higher and more heavenly in their 

form. Retirement sometimes can be feared and seen as a time of uselessness. 

But retirement can also be a new opportunity to pursue the real loves of 

the heart. So often, because of life's circumstances we are forced into careers 

and occupations that we do not truly love. Yet in the autumn of our lives, the 

opportunity is there to find our ruling loves, to pursue those dreams we always 

held to, to find those uses that more match our eternal character.  

Old age is also a time of reflection on life in the light of the Lord's Word. 

Those approaching old age may not think of themselves as theologians or 

scholars, but they need to realize that even a simple understanding and 

reflection on the Lord's Word in the light of that period of life known as 

old age can bring about a wisdom not known in any other period of life. 

A person reading the Word in the wisdom of old age brings about a 

conjunction with the heavens that is essential both to the individual and 

to society as a whole. The power of the heavens to one reading the Word in 

the light of a lifetime of experiences is the very heart of the church on earth.  

Every age has blessings and it also has its challenges and hardships. And this can 

be especially true with old age. It can be a time of physical decline, a time of 

extreme loneliness. We may not fully understand the working of the Lord's 

providence and permission. At times we may have to trust that uses are being 

performed in old age that are greater than we can see and understand.  

We may have to trust that at times the uses accomplished by prolonging life in 

this world are greater than the individual. The Lord may extend life in this world 

to provide a plane of innocence here on earth innocence that is more far-

reaching than the individual can consciously know. Or the Lord may be secretly 
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implanting heavenly remains and memories as a final blessing on a long 

life of use. We need sensitivity, love and care for those in the hardships of old 

age the courage to trust in the Lord's will.  

I would like to end with a picture of Moses (Deuteronomy 34) standing on the 

top of Mount Nebo, looking over the promised land of Canaan. 

For forty years Moses had led the people out of their captivity in Egypt through 

the wilderness, up to the very border of the promised land. And now we see that 

glorious moment when Moses, (now an old man 120 years old,) is ready to die. 

The Lord allows him to see the promised land before He dies. That picture 

of Moses' viewing the expanse of the promised land, the land where the Children 

of Israel would now live, is a picture of true wisdom, the wisdom that comes in 

old age, that wisdom that comes when we have walked long enough 

through the journey of lives to really know and see that the Lord is with 

us. 

 The wisdom of old age: it is a wisdom that comes when we begin to put off 

the captivity of earthly and corporeal things and are truly willing to see 

and accept the reality of heaven and the next life. That picture of Moses 

viewing the promised land before him and at the same time remembering the 

long journey that was behind him (both sides of the mountain) is a picture of 

true spiritual enlightenment.  

 

 

Birthdays – we wish Verity a very happy birthday on the 18th. 

 

 

NEWS  Pastoral Visit First weekend in September 

Rev Todd Beiswinger will be here again on the weekend of 5th to 7th 

September. We are really looking forward to having him here again.  See 

Programme next page.                             
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Todd’s Programme weekend 5th to 7th Sep 

Friday 5th 

Sep 

 7.00pm Shared dinner  Sarah and Julian’s 

home. 

Saturday 

6th Sep 

10.00 Morning tea and a class  The Dome: corner of 

Peninsular Rd and Railway 

Pde, Maylands 

Saturday 

6th Sep 

6.00pm BYO take away for dinner  Chad and Fleur’s home 

Sunday 

7th Sep 

10.30am Worship                       

Shared lunch to follow 

Rathay St/Albany 

Hwy, Vic Park 

Please contact Bernice, Mary or David for more details. 

                         

August Calendar 2014 

 Sunday         
3rd August 

Worship 4pm  
Shared meal 

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed        
6th August 

Class on Divine Providence 11.00 
Shared lunch            

Val’s 

Sunday    
10th August 

10.30am Worship, Sunday School  
Shared lunch 

McDougall House        
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday  
17th August 

10.30am  Worship, Sunday School   
Shared lunch 

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed        
20th August 

Class on Divine Providence 11.00 
Shared lunch 

Val’s 

Sunday   24th 
August 

10.30am Worship, Sunday School    
Shared lunch 

McDougall House        
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Sunday    
31st August 

10.30am Worship, Sunday School        
Shared lunch 

McDougall House  
20 Clydesdale St, Como 

Wed        3rd 
Sept 

Class on Divine Providence 11.00 
Shared lunch 

Val’s 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 
which is a kingdom of communities. 

 
 

Worship Services are held weekly see attached Calendar 
for venue and times or  

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters 

 
Aurora New Church Circle 

McDougall House, 20 Clydesdale St, Como. 

Aurora Face book page was created in 2007 by the young people at a 
Saturday afternoon gathering. Here is the address. 

www.facebook.com/aurora.circl 

www.newchurch.org 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 

published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 

Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in      
our lives. 

For ordering books see 
 www.swedenborg.com.au 

 
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, home for orphaned children. 

 Donations gladly accepted. 

Contacts Tel: Bernice 9343 1379 or Mary 0407448405 

http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters
http://www.facebook.com/aurora.circl
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

