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SOUL FOOD 

 
 

And the leaves of the trees were for the Healing of the Nations – Rev. 22:2b 

 

August 2010 
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The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to 

preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint 

unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 

joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they 

might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might 

be glorified. – Isaiah 61:1-3 

 

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 

out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and 

on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 

manner of fruits and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the 

throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 

And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. And 

there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the 

sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign forever and ever. 

– Rev. 22: 1-5 

 

‘And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations’ signifies 

the rational truths therefrom by means of which those who are in evils and 

consequently in untruths are led to thinking soundly and living properly. – 

Apocalypse Revealed 936 

 

Healing Spiritual Suffering 

We all suffer. With our thoughts, our emotions and with the real pain that 

accompanies us through hard life events. It is a part of life, a consequence 

of our flawed sense of self, or just the fact that we live in a world of space 

and time. Some suffering is small and some is great indeed. 

 

However do not get down, there is good news. The Lord in His infinite 

mercy has provided a means of healing. That means is in two forms. Look at 

the Word of God. This book is full of healing power. It is the Lord’s presence 
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with us. Now look at the people near you. Each person is an agent of the 

Lord’s mercy. You yourself are an agent and have the power to heal. 

 

Where does that power come from? How can we all be healers? How does 

the Word give us relief from our suffering? “The leaves of the trees are for 

the healing of the nations.” The truths the Lord has lovingly given us, the 

truths we have learned, are medicine for anyone afflicted by falsity or evil. 

The healing power is in the rational truths of the New Church. 

 

This is what the Lord is saying to us in His Word. In two separate visions, 

one to Ezekial in the Old Testament and one to John in the New Testament, 

we hear of a tree whose leaves have the power to heal. Now, in the new 

revelation given to the New Church, the spiritual meaning hidden within 

these two wondrous visions is open for us to understand that those healing 

leaves are a symbol for rational truths. Throughout the Word, when we read 

about leaves, it is the Lord talking to us about a certain way of using truths.  

 

So what is a leaf? Just thinking naturally, what do we know about leaves? 

First, they are often green. In the Word, green things generally mean those 

things that bring life to our intellect. They make the understanding part of 

our mind alive; our faith is a verdant, living faith, by means of truths. More 

to the point, though, we should ask, what is the function of a leaf? What is 

its use? 

 

Well leaves grow on plants. They are a very important part of all vegetation. 

Without leaves, a plant cannot breathe, it cannot drink, and it cannot get 

energy. What does that tell us about the nature of rational truths? To begin 

with, we can see that spiritual life is impossible without them. The rest of 

our spiritual makeup – the flowers that make up our more spiritual truths, 

the fruits that are our good works – it is all impossible without the green 

rational truths of our faith. 

 

So does this mean that we are trees? Most definitely. Trees in the Word are 

symbols of three things. First, when we read about a tree, it is the Lord’s 

way of telling us something important about Himself. The Tree of Life is a 

symbol of the Lord as we consider His Divine Love. Secondly, a tree is a 
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symbol of the Lord’s Church. Finally, whenever we read about a tree in the 

Word, it is also a symbol for a person in the Lord’s Church. This is the 

nature of the Word. Everything in it has three levels of meaning have to do 

with (1) The Lord and His Word, (2) His Kingdom in Heaven and on Earth, 

and (3) the minds and lives of the human beings that make up His 

Kingdom. 

 

Therefore, the tree is the Lord. The tree is the Church. In addition, the tree is 

the individual member of the church. And “the leaves of the trees are for 

the healing of the nations.”  

 

Who are the nations? Any people who are suffering under false beliefs or 

evil loves. If that is the case, then who among us isn’t among the nations? 

We all fall prey to evil desires and false beliefs poison us all at times. So 

how do we use the truths to heal ourselves spiritually, and heal those 

around us? What can we do about spiritual suffering? 

 

Over time, healing can happen in a way that it could not otherwise, without 

the truths; each leaf bringing the healing power to shatter the falsities and 

purify our loves, bringing comfort and peace. But this is not just about how 

we can turn to the Lord’s truths when we are suffering. It is also an 

explanation of what a member of the Church does. If you are a member of 

the Church, a tree planted by the waters in the New Jerusalem, then that 

means that your leaves are for the healing of the nations. You are a source 

of healing. The leaves still come from the Lord, ultimately, but they are put 

to use through your own actions. 

 

The Lord taught that a tree with leaves but no fruit is no good. Likewise, we 

are no good if we have plenty of truths, but perform no good works. The 

whole point of a tree’s leaves is to provide air, water and energy so that 

fruit may be produced. The whole point of the healing truths we are given 

in the New Church is so that we may go out into the world and do good to 

others. – adapted from “You can Heal Spiritual Suffering” by Rev. Glenn 

Frazier 
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Prayer: “Dear Lord, please help us to go to you when we are spiritually 

suffering and turn to your truths, when we need healing. Please help us to 

go out into the world and bear fruit through our actions that we may be an 

agent of your mercy, providing leaves for the healing of the nations. Amen.” 

 

Thank you to everyone for continued support offered to the Phans. 

Please keep them in your prayers! 

 

Church Library feel free to borrow books from the library, which has 

a diverse array of books on various topics. Please contact Mary or Lisa 

for more information on what books are available – 9414 6986.  

Sunday School Please see within the calendar below for teaching 

roster and change with others if you cannot make that date. 

  

News Last month the sudden passing of Robert Cooper into the 

spiritual world after serving as minister for the General Church in 

Australia for such a short time, shocked and saddened us. We offer our 

sincerest sympathy to his wife Huiling and son Genghi, his family and 

friends and the Hurstville Society. We are comforted however by the 

knowledge that he is still very much alive and he was needed to serve 

in the spiritual world at this time. July also saw a host of birthdays 

that were well celebrated and Amy once again paid Singapore and 

Boris a visit. 

 

 AUGUST CALENDAR 

 MORNING EVENING VENUE 

Sun 

1st   

 Worship 5pm 

Followed by a 

shared meal 

10 Broome 

St 
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Mon 

2nd  

 Systematic 

Theology study (7-

8pm) 

Mary’s 

Home 

Sun 

8th  

Worship 10:30am 

Followed by shared 

meal 

Sunday School: 

Shaun and Lisa 

10 Broome 

St 

Mon 

9th   

 Systematic 

Theology study (7-

8pm) 

Mary’s 

Home 

 Sun 

15th     

Worship 10:30am  

Followed by shared 

meal 

Sunday School: 

Anni 

10 Broome 

St 

Mon 

16th   

 Systematic 

Theology study (7-

8pm) 

Mary’s 

Home 

Sun 

22nd 

    

Worship 10:30am 

Followed by shared 

meal 

Sunday School: 

Bernice 

10 Broome 

St 

Mon 

23rd  

 Systematic 

Theology study (7-

8pm) 

Mary’s 

Home 

Sun 

29th     

Worship 10:30am 

Followed by shared 

meal 

Sunday School: 

Mary 

10 Broome 

St 
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Worship Services are held weekly at 

10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street)  
the first Sunday's services at 5pm 

the rest at 10.30am 

 

General Church of the New Jerusalem in Perth 

10 Broome St. South Perth (off Douglas St) 

www.newchurch.org 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further 

inspiration and understanding from the Lord’s New 

Revelation given through the 18th century scientist and 

theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. The 35 volumes of 

theology, set out the Lord's plan for a rebirth of 

Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and 

what that means in our lives. 

For ordering books see 

 www.swedenborg.com.au 

or call Mary/Lisa: (08) 9414 6986 

  

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, a 

home  for  orphaned children. Donations gladly 

accepted. 

Lay Leader In Perth : 

John Frost tel: (08)9315 9850 

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/
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C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018 

Editor: Lisa 


