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August 2008 
 

Israel then shall dwell in safety 
alone: the fountain of Jacob shall 
be upon a land of corn and wine; 
also his heavens shall drop down 
dew. Deut 34: 28. 
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From the website www.newchurchorg 

"Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed" (Jeremiah 17:149). 

"One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see" (John 9:25) 

"The 'blind' whom the Lord restored to sight 
symbolized the spiritually blind, 

who are those that do not know and understand truths" 
(Apocalypse Explained 239:20). 

Physical blindness was a disability that the Lord healed several times while 
He was on earth. In these miracles the Lord made it possible for people to 
see their loved ones and the beauty of nature. The stories about healing 
the blind illustrate the way the Lord can heal our spiritual blindness or 
ignorance. We all need His help to shine the light of heaven on the 
darkness of our own limited perspective. Just as the blind trusted in the 
Lord to restore their sight, we need to have confidence in His power to 
dispel our darkness and show us the light of truth.  
 
Helen Keller is a remarkable example of someone who was physically blind 
but received spiritual enlightenment from the truths of the Lord's Word. 

 

The Grand Man (study at Bernice’s with Coleman Glen) 
 

Heaven has a correspondence to the Lord 

A human being has in every detail a correspondence to heaven 

In the Lord‟s eyes heaven is a man on the grand scale ……the Grand Man 

AC 2996 all parts of the human body have a correspondence with such 
things as are in heaven……there is not the smallest particle in the human 
body which has not something spiritual; and celestial corresponding to 
it……………..ie heavenly societies corresponding to it 

http://www.newchurchorg/
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These societies exist according to all the kinds and species of spiritual and 
celestial things , and in such an order that they represent together one 
man ……all things in general and particular , both interior and exterior. 

So the universal heaven is called the Grand Man 

The Lord is the only Man , and Heaven represents Him 

They who are not in Hell are not in the Grand Man . They correspond to 
what is filthy, corrupt and distempered.  

The entrance to the grand man is through the mouth. Here the spirits 
can be 
(a) absorbed immediately into the workings of the grand man ie 

heaven by becoming part of the blood, bone or organs performing 
a particular use 

(b) spewed out as like warm that cannot be sorted into good and evil 
ie cannot enter heaven 

(c) thrust down to the province of the stomach where they will either 
be absorbed or passed along the intestines ……..and if not 
absorbed then cast out the other end to hell. 

 
The stomach  of the Grand man represents the spiritual world where 
newly arrived spirits who have not been taken straight up into heaven 
(in the province of the mouth) are worked on sometimes up to 30 years 
to sort out the  evil from the good. 
 
New things, necessary to the growth and happiness of the heavens, are 
as food supplied from the earths. Like food the newcomers from the 
earth must be received by the heavens, examined, sorted, instructed, 
and trained to heavenly states, as by a kind of digestion, before they 
can be assimilated; and this is the function of the world of spirits [ = 
where we are resuscitated and awaken in our spiritual mind].  
  
“The life of man,” Swedenborg says, “when he dies, and enters into the 
other life, is like food, which is received softly by the lips, and 
afterwards is passed through the mouth, faucets, and esophagus into 
the stomach; and this according to the nature derived from his works [ 
= our intentions and motives] during the life of the body. Most are 
treated gently at first, for they are kept in the company of angels and 
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good spirits; which is represented in food that it is first softly touched 
by the tongue.  
 
[Quoting from the Writings Sacred Scripture:] 

“The food which is soft, in which is sweetness, [essential] oil, and spirit, 
is immediately received by the veins, and borne into the circulation; but 
food which is hard, in which is bitterness and foulness, and little 
nutritiveness, is more hardly treated, and is cast down through the 
œsophagus into the stomach, where it is corrected by various methods 
and tortures. What is still harder, more foul, and worthless, is thrust 
into the intestines, and at length into the rectum, where first is hell, and 
is cast out, and becomes excrement.  

“Resembling this is the life of man after death. First man is kept in 
externals; and because he had lived a moral and civil life in externals, 
he is with angels and good spirits. But afterwards externals are taken 
away from him, and then it appears what he was within as to thoughts 
and affections, and at length as to ends; according to these his life 
remains.  

 “As long as they are in this state, in which they are like food in the 
stomach, they are not in the Greatest Man, but are being introduced; 
but when they are representatively in the blood, then they are in the  

Greatest Man.” (AC 5175, AC 5176) 

 

 

 

 

The following photos are of the visual aids used where we all 
participated in pasting on the messages. If you would like to have a 
clearer view please ask Lisa or Mary so you can view the originals 
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Rt Rev Tom Kline 
This General Church Newsletter is a 
way to share current information from 
the Executive Bishop and the central 
offices with leaders throughout the 
Church.  It will be distributed monthly 
except when there are regular monthly 
meetings of the Board of Directors 
(January/February, May and 
September).  News from the Board 
meetings will be reflected in these 
newsletters.  Please direct any 
questions or comments to Bruce 
Henderson, Director of 
Communications.  
Bruce.Henderson@ac-gc.org 

Rt. Rev. Thomas L. Kline 
Rt. Rev. Brian W. Keith 
 
Presenting the Vision: I (Tom) have been busy with travels this year, 
visiting most of the major congregations in North America since February: 
Toronto, Caryndale, Tucson, Boynton Beach, Glenview, Atlanta, Bryn 
Athyn, Freeport, Pittsburgh, Ivyland, Washington and Oak Arbor.   
 
The main purpose of these visits has been to present the vision for the 
General Church and to gather information about each congregation's plans. 
Another value has been to meet the congregations, boards, pastors' 
counsels and the school faculties.  It is impressive to see the dedicated 
work that goes on in our congregations and schools.  Such an overview has 
given me a clearer picture of our church in North America.  Next year I am 
hoping to make some overseas trips. On some of these visits I have 
brought a team of up to five people, but usually I have traveled with 
Wayne Parker and Kaye Lermitte from our Development Office.   
 
Australia: Gretchen and I (Brian) had the pleasure of visiting Australia in 
March. We arrived in Perth for Palm Sunday, then traveled to Sydney for 
Good Friday and Easter.   
 

mailto:Bruce.Henderson@ac-gc.org
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The Perth group is made up of dedicated General Church members and 
friends who are visited by a minister only once or twice a year. Alex 
Benjko, who found the church there, has been admitted to Theological 
School in September.  They hold weekly services in a rented facility.  They 
were doing the Journey Campaign when I was there, as was Sydney.  
Perth is one of the most beautiful cities I have ever seen.  It has a 
Mediterranean climate, is built on waterways and lined with parks. 

Visit of Coleman Glen 

Coleman„s evident strong faith strengthened us all young and old. 
Refreshing prayers straight from the heart, counselling to those in need, 
dialogue with teenagers not in the church, and sermons that hit the spot, 
were all delivered with strong affection. 

He enjoyed some relaxation in Fremantle with lunch near the water, and an 
evening at Fly by Night Club with the young scene. 

Enjoying his first vegemite toast on his Face Book is not to be missed! 

When asked why we have 5 fingers and what was the significance he 

 reached for his laptop and gave the answer. 

During his stay in Australia he also led the first resurrection address in 
Canberra for Lavender Ridgway. 

We all wish you well in your career and maybe in the future we will have 
the pleasure of meeting again 

Heaven and hell Classes continue to be a success being held on 
alternate Friday mornings at Val‟s,  

Evening study Class An evening study class is hosted at Frosts every 
second Thursday evening. Please read and study ahead the relevant 
chapter of Divine Providence so that a discussion on the topics may take 
place using Rev .Mike Gladish‟s notes. Thank you to the Frosts for 
providing this venue and opportunity for spiritual food. 
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August Calendar 
Sun 3rd   5pm worship  

 followed by shared meal 

Thurs 7  D P   Frosts 

Sun 10th 10.30am Worship 

 Farwell to Alex 

 followed by shared meal 

 

Fri 15th Heaven and Hell class at 
Val‟s 10.30am 

 

Sun 17  10.30am Worship  

 followed by shared meal 

 

Thurs 
21st 

 DP Frosts 

Sun 24 10.30am Worship  

 followed by shared meal 

 

Fri 29th  Heaven and Hell class at 
Val‟s 10.30am 

 

Sun 31 10.30am Worship  

 followed by shared meal 

 

 
 
Worship Services are held weekly at 10 Broome Street, 
South Perth (off Douglas Street) See calendar for times. 
You are invited to join in a shared meal afterwards if you wish.  
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10 Broome Street, South Perth (off Douglas Street) 

www.newchurch.org     

http://www.newchurch.org/locations/asiaPacific/australia 

 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further 
inspiration and understanding through the Revelation of 18th 
century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg. In his 
35 volumes of theology, Swedenborg helps set forth the Lord's 
plan for a rebirth of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His 
own Word, and what that means in our lives. 
 

 

For ordering books see www.swedenborg.com.au 
Or phone Alex 0428517813  
 
 

We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, a home  
for  orphaned children. Donations gladly accepted. 

 
Lay Leader In Perth :   
John Frost tel (08)93159850 
C/o 57 Boronia St. Innaloo, 6018                                           

http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.newchurch.org/locations/asiaPacific/australia
http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

