A WEDDING in HEAVEN

from Conjugial Love 20

... [T]he angel took them to the house where the wedding was to take place,
and a doorman opened the doors for them. Then shortly, inside the doorway,
they were welcomed and greeted by an angel sent by the bridegroom, and they
were taken in and escorted to seats reserved for them. Presently, then, they
were invited into an anteroom outside the marriage chamber, where they saw a
table in the center. On the table stood a magnificent candelabrum with seven
branches and cups of gold. Over on the walls hung lampholders of silver,
which, once lit, caused the surroundings to appear as though golden. And to
the sides of the candelabrum they saw two tables holding cakes placed in three
rows, and in the four corners of the room, tables set with crystal goblets.

While they were looking at these things, suddenly a door opened from a room
next to the bridal chamber, and they saw six young women coming out, and
behind them the bridegroom and bride, holding each other by the hand and
escorting each other to a seat of honor. The seat was placed facing the
candelabrum, and they took their places on it, the bridegroom on the left side of
the bride, and the bride on his right. And the six young women stood to the
side of the seat, next to the bride.

The bridegroom was dressed in a glistening purple robe and a tunic of shining
linen, with an ephod bearing a gold plaque studded around the edges with
diamonds. Engraved on the plaque was a young eaglet, the wedding emblem of
that society of heaven. And on his head the bridegroom wore a turban.

The bride, moreover, was dressed in a scarlet mantle, and under it an
embroidered gown, extending from her neck to her feet, and about the waist she
wore a golden cummerbund, and on her head a crown of gold studded with
rubies.

When they were thus seated together, the bridegroom turned to the bride and
placed a gold ring on her finger, and taking out bracelets and a necklace of
pearls, he fastened the bracelets on her wrists and the necklace around her neck.
Then he said, "Accept these tokens." And when she accepted them, he kissed
her and said, "Now you are mine," and he called her his wife.




This done, the guests cried out, "May there be a blessing!" They each called
this out individually, and then all together. One sent by the prince in the
prince's stead also called out. And at that moment the room was filled with an
aromatic smoke, which was the sign of a blessing from heaven.

Then servants in attendance took cakes from the two tables next to the
candelabrum, and goblets, now filled with wine, from the tables in the four
corners of the room, and they gave each guest a piece of cake and a goblet, and
they ate and they drank.

Later the husband and his wife arose, followed to the doorway by the six young
women carrying silver lamps, which were now lit. And the married couple
entered the marriage chamber, and the door was closed.




