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Mark 10 
 

1)  ____________________________  4)  ______________________________ 
 
2)  ____________________________  5)  ______________________________ 
 
3)  ____________________________  6)  ______________________________ 
 
 
The Holiness of Marriage 
In diff erent contexts and for dif ferent r easons, c ertain commandments ar e of 
central  importan ce. You n oti ce th at in Mark 20 the  commandm ent against 
adult ery t akes t he nu mber one place. 
 
It  i s n ot h ard t o see that  a r eason for  th is is t hat  in  t h is chapter  we have one 
of the out stand ing p laces in all of th e Word for e mphasis on the  holiness of  
marriage . 
 
In Mark 10 in the  New King Jame s Versio n, the  love ly ve rses on marriage  go 
lik e th is: 

 
From t he beginning of the creat ion 
God made  the m male and fe male .” 
 
For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, 
 
and the two shall become one flesh; so 
then they are no longer two, but one 
flesh.  
 
Therefore what God has joined together, 
let not man separate. 

(Mark 10: 7-9) 
 
The wrong of adultery 
The sam e chapt er also talks of  the  harm of adulte ry. In a dictionary you find 
that  the wor d “adu lt ery” means “t o make inf erior, impur e, not genuine  by 
adding a harmful, less va lua ble or prohibit ed substa nce. The wrong of 
adult ery is the wrong of taking anythi ng that is r eally good and clean and 
maki ng it  into  somethi ng low and de grading. 
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The more you know about the quality of true  marriage , the  m ore you see that 
adulte ry against marri age is so harmful. 
Remember t he eager youn g man a sk ing the Lord what h e shou ld  do t o r eceive 
eternal lif e: 
 

Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
(Mark 10:1 7)  

 
And the  Lord re plie d: 
 

You know the commandments… 
 
…and the first commandment the Lord mentioned was the one 
against adultery, The commandment about doing what is harmful to 
marriage.  
 
 

The innocence of married love 
The teachings of t he New Chur ch emphasize the beau ty and good of 
marriage  and married love  m ore than  do any te achings in the  world. 
 
The Writi ngs t each that married lov e is h oly, pur e and cl ean.  They 
teach t hat t hose in marr ied love ha ve in nocence and peace. Do you 
know what  the qu alit y of innocence is?  A quick way of capturing i ts 
quality is to think of the  way you are affected by a very sweet baby 
or chi ld. 

 
So it is not surprising that afte r the  beautiful words about marriage  
in Mark 10 , we f ind  the subject  of lit t le children.  The Lord t ook  l it t le 
childr en into His arms, and He  said  that a nyone wh o wants t o go to 
heaven must b e “as a litt le child.” 
 
Powerful illustrations from the Writings  
The Writ in gs give very cl ear an d simpl e ways of l earning t he qualit y 
of true  marriage  love and the  quality of the  harmful love  of adulte ry.  

 
Think of t wo bunches of grap es wh ich seem to b e t he sam e, b u t one has a 
beau t ifu l t aste and t he other a hor r ible taste. Well, t hat  is  one i l lustrat ion, 
us ing t he sense of ta ste.  

 
Before you read the following comparison, which uses the sense of smell, think to 
yourself of a smell that you really like that makes you feel good. Then think of a 
smell that you find very offensive that makes you sick at the stomach. 
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As Swedenborg was learning the real quality of the love of adultery, a 
smell from hell was sensed by him, and it made him sick at the stomach. 
(Described in Conjugial Love 431.)  He noted that just as worms and 
maggots cluster in smelly places, so evil spirits actually prefer what is 
dirty. 
 
On the other hand, when he learned of the quality of true married love, he 
was touched with the fragrance of lovely flowers and gardens. 

 
Something to think about 
Here is a final thought for you.  
 

“A sweet odor is not perceived by the nostrils while a foul stench clings 
to them.” (Conjugial Love 439) 

 
If a person was always close to ba d smells, that person would miss the 
experience of delicate and beautiful aromas. Think about that for a while, 
because there is more of a lesson he re than just a saying about smells. 
 

Discuss the quote with your parents, and the many ways it could apply to 
our lives.  




