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The Lord in Heaven
Heaven and Hell 118

We know that the Lord is in heaven. Do you know where the Lord is in heaven?
Do you think the angels see the Lord?

Remember how the Lord opened Emanuel Swedenborg’s spiritual eyes so that he
could see into heaven. The Lord wanted people to know about heaven so that all of
us would want to live there with Him forever. Let’s read now from Heaven and Hell
to learn how the angels see the Lord in heaven.

Read Heaven and Hell 118. (Portions printed below.)

It has not only been told me by angels, but has also been granted to
me at times to see that the Lord is actually seen in heaven as the Sun.The
Lord is seen as the Sun not in heaven, but on high above the heavens:
not directly over the head but before the faces of the angels, at a middle
height.

Where do the angels see the Lord in heaven? (In the sun.)

You know what our sun looks like, with the bright light and heat coming from it.
The spiritual sun looks much the same only sometimes the angels see the Lord’s face
in it.

God Himself is a Man. Why do you think He appears in the sun of heaven? It is
because His love is so strong, like a burning fire keeping us warm. His truth is like a
bright light that shows us how to live. Some angels also see the Lord as a Man
sometimes. He appears to them with a wonderful light around His head.

In the heavenly teachings we learn that there is always light in heaven. It is
brighter when the angels are working and softer when the angels are resting. But
the sun of heaven can always be seen. This is very comforting to the angels because
they can always see the Lord there. The angels can see the sun of heaven no matter
which way they turn! This is because the angels always love the Lord, so He is
always in their minds and in their hearts.

If the angels can always see the Lord, do you think they can also feel Him
present with them? Yes, they can! What a wonderful thing to be able to feel the Lord
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The angels see the Lord’s face in the sun in heaven. His love is like a

burning fire that keeps us warm. His truth is like a bright light that shows

us how to live. Because the angels are always thinking about the Lord,

they can always see Him and feel His presence in their minds and hearts.
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with you all the time. Again, this is because the angels’ lives are full of activities that
show kindness and helpfulness to others, both in the spiritual world and to those of
us here in the natural world. When you are doing good things because you love the
Lord,  you can feel His warm, loving presence with you. Have you ever had a warm,
happy feeling when you were kind or helpful to someone? The Lord gives us a
special happy feeling in our hearts sometimes as well. This is similar to the joy of
heaven. A husband and wife especially feel it when they live happily in love to-
gether.

Do you know what our natural sun is made of? Perhaps you have already learned
that it is like pure fire. It will be very hot for a long, long time. The heat and light that
come from our sun are necessary for life on earth. The sun makes the plants grow
and gives strength to people and animals.

Did you know that the natural sun depends on the sun of heaven, or the spiritual
sun? The spiritual sun is made of pure love. Its heat and light are directly from the
Lord. Everything in our universe was created by the Lord using the spiritual sun. And
everything is kept going by means of it. The Lord not only created everything in the
beginning, but He also keeps everything alive continually.

The Lord created a beautiful natural world for us to live in. All that He created was
good and can help us live happy and satisfying lives. The Lord also created a beautiful
spiritual world for us to live in. This is where we will live to eternity. The spiritual
world looks a lot like this world, only much more beautiful. There you will find moun-
tains and fields, rivers and lakes, gardens with flowers and trees. You can also see
animals in the spiritual world. The angels are given houses, clothes and food. These
things are more wonderful than anything we have on earth. The best thing is that the
angels  keep learning to eternity. This gives them great delight. The light of that truth
makes their world very beautiful. They see a picture of the Lord’s love and wisdom in
everything around them. They know and understand more and more of the wonder-
ful truth told in the Word as they live forever in heaven.

Read Joshua 1:9.

The Lord is with us wherever we go, in this life and the next. What do you think
it will be like to see the Lord in heaven?

Turning to the Lord

We have learned that the angels see the Lord no matter which way they turn. In
our lives on earth we must choose to “turn to the Lord.” We do this when we think
about what the Lord wants us to do. Then our minds are turned toward Him. When
we think about the Lord and the things we have learned from His Word, we are
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Heaven is a beautiful place that the Lord created for us to live to eternity.

The angels are always happy because they are so close to the Lord and

feel His loving care. They learn more and more and have great joy in

serving the Lord and helping others.
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turning to Him and to heaven. When we obey the Lord, we feel some of the
happiness the Lord is able to give the angels of heaven.

While we live on earth we have the choice of which way to turn. We make many
choices every day. The Lord does not force us to do what is good and right. But He
wants us to choose to turn to Him so that we can live in heaven forever and be truly
happy. That is why He has given us these teachings about heaven. We can know
what a wonderful life awaits those who love the Lord.

Discussion Questions
• Why did the Lord make two wonderful places for us to live? (He loves us, He

wants us to be truly happy.)

! What are some of the differences between the natural world and the spiritual
world? (Everyone in heaven chooses to be good, things are more beautiful, the Lord can be

seen in the sun, everything we need is provided by the Lord, such as homes, clothes and food.)

• How does the sunshine make you feel? How dfo you feel on dark, cloudy
days?

• Why do you think the Lord lets each person choose to obey Him? (Love must

be freely given. It cannot be forced.)
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Activities
Recitation: Learn the recitation by heart. Continue to practice it.

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it.

Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way
which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

   Matthew 7:13, 14

Songs

“Angel Song”—Track 25
“If You But Ask the Lord to Guide You”—Track 26
“Building, Daily Building”—Track 27
“How Wondrous Is the Sun of Heaven”—Track 28

Story

     “Jenny Belongs” from Life to Come by Gretchen L. Keith--Track 38

Activities

• Spiral project
• The Lord’s Face in the Sun watercolor
• Word Scramble
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